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Early on the morning of the 3d, General Stuart renewed the attaek upon the 
enemy, who had strengthened his right during the night with additional breast¬ 
works, while a large number of guns, protected by intrenchments, were posted 
so as to sweep the woods through which our troops had to advance. Hill's 
division was in front, with Colston in the second line and Rodes in the third. 
The second and third lines soon advanced to the support of the first, and the 
whole became hotly engaged. The breastworks at which the attack was sus¬ 
pended the preceding evening were carried by assault under a terrible fire of 
musketry and artillery. In rear of these breastworks was a barricade, from 
which the enemy was quickly driven. The troops on the left of the plank 
road, pressing through the woods, attacked and broke the next line, while 
those on the right bravely assailed the extensive earthworks behind which the 
enemy's artillery was posted. Three times were these works carried, and as 
often were the brave assailants compelled to abandon them —twice by the retire¬ 
ment of the troops on their left, who fell back after a gallant struggle with 
superior numbers, and once by a movement of the enemy on their right caused 
by the advance of General Anderson. The left, being reinforced, finally suc¬ 
ceeded in driving back the enemy, and the artillery under Lieutenant-colonels 
[T. H.] Carter and [H. P.] Jones, being thrown forward to occupy favorable 
positions secured by the advance of the infantry, began to play with great pre¬ 
cision and effect. Anderson in the mean time pressed gallantly forward directly 
upon Chancellorsville, his right resting upon the plank road and his left extend¬ 
ing around toward the Furnace, while McLaws made a strong demonstration to 
tlic right of the road. As the troops advancing upon the enemy’s front and 
right converged upon his central position, Anderson effected a junction with 
Jackson's corps, and the whole line pressed irresistibly on. The enemy was 
driven from all his fortified positions with heavy loss in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners, and retreated toward the Rappahannock. By 10 a . m. we were in 
full possession of the field. 

The troops, having become somewhat scattered by the difficuldes of the 

ground and the ardor of the contest, were immediately re-formed preparatory 
to renewing the attack. The enemy had withdrawn to a strong position nearer 
to the Rappahannock, which he had previously fortified. His superiority of 
numbers, the unfavorable nature of the ground, which was densely wooded, 
and the condition of our troops after the arduous and sanguinary conflict in 
which they had been engaged, rendered great caution necessary. Our prepa¬ 
rations were just completed when further operations were arrested by intelli¬ 
gence received from Fredericksburg. 

General Early had been instructed, in the event of the enemy withdrawing 
from his front and moving up the river, to join the main body of the army with 
so much of his command as could be spared from the defence of his lines. 
This order was repeated on the 2d, but by a misapprehension on the part of 
37 
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the officer conveying it, General Early was directed to move unconditionally. 
Leaving Hays's brigade and one regiment of Barksdale's at Fredericksburg, 
and directing a part of General Pendleton's artillery to be sent to the rear in 
compliance with the order delivered to him. General Early moved with the rest 
of his command toward Chancellorsville. As soon as his withdrawal was per¬ 
ceived the enemy began to give evidence of an intention to advance, but, the 
mistake in the transmission of the order being corrected, General Early re¬ 
turned to his original position. 

The line to be defended by Barksdale's brigade extended from the Rappa¬ 
hannock above Fredericksburg to the rear of Howisen's house, a distance of 
more than two miles. The artillery was posted along the heights in rear of the 
town. 

Before dawn on the morning of the 3d, General Barksdale reported to Gen¬ 
eral Early that the enemy had occupied Fredericksburg in large force and laid 
down a bridge at the town. Hays's brigade was sent to his support and placed 
on his extreme left, with the exception of one regiment stationed on the right 
of his line behind Howisen's house. Seven companies of the Twenty-first 
Mississippi regiment were posted by General Barksdale between the Maiye 
House and the plank road, the Eighteenth and the three other companies of 
the Twenty-first occupied the telegraph road at the foot of Marye's Hill, the 
two remaining regiments of the brigade being farther to the right on the hills 
near Howisen's house. The enemy made a demonstration against the extreme 
right, which was easily repulsed by General Early. Soon afterward a column 
moved from Fredericksburg along the river-bank, as if to gain the heights on 
the extreme left, which commanded those immediately in rear of the town. 
This attempt was foiled by General Hays and the arrival of General Wilcox 
from Banks's Ford, who deployed a few skirmishers on the hill near Taylor's 
house and opened on the enemy with a section of artillery. Very soon the 
enemy advanced in large force against Marye's and the hills to the right and 
left of it Two assaults were gallantly repulsed by Barksdale's men and the 
artillery. After the second a flag of truce was sent from the town to obtain 
permission to provide for the wounded. 

Three heavy lines advanced immediately upon the return of the flag and 
renewed the attack. They were bravely repulsed on the right and left, but the 
small force at the foot of Marye's Hill, overpowered by more than ten times 
their numbers, was captured after a heroic resistance and the hill carried. 
Eight pieces of artillery were taken on Marye's and the adjacent heights. The 
remainder of Barksdale's brigade, together with that of General Hays and the 
artillery on the right, retired down the telegraph road. The success of the 
enemy enabled Ijim to threaten our communications by moving down the tele¬ 
graph road or to come upon our rear at Chancellors ville by the plank road. 
He at first advanced on the former, but was checked by General Early, who 
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had halted the commands of Barksdale and Hays, with the artillery, about two 
miles from Marye’s Hill and reinforced them with three regiments of Gordon’s 
brigade. The enemy then began to advance up the plank road, his progress 
being gallantly disputed by the brigade of General Wilcox, who had moved 
from Banks's Ford as rapidly as possible to the assistance of General Barks¬ 
dale, but arrived too late to take part in the action. General Wilcox fell back 
slowly until he reached Salem Church, on the plank road, about five miles from 
Fredericksburg. 

Information of the state of affairs in our rear having reached Chancellors- 
ville, as already stated, General McLaws, with his three brigades and one of 
General Anderson’s, was ordered to reinforce General Wilcox. He arrived at 
Salem Church early in the afternoon, where he found General Wilcox in line 
of battle, with a large force of the enemy—consisting, as was reported, of one 
army corps and part of another, under Major-general Sedgwick—in his front 
The brigades of Kershaw and Wofford were placed on the right of Wilcox, 
those of Semmes and Mahbne on his left. The enemy's artillery played vigor¬ 
ously upon our position for some time, when his infantry advanced in three 
strong lines, the attack being directed mainly against General Wilcox, but par¬ 
tially involving the brigades on his left. The assault was met with the utmost 
firmness, jand after a fierce struggle the first line was repulsed with great slaugh¬ 
ter. The second then came forward, but immediately broke under the close 
and deadly fire which it encountered, and the whole mass fled in confusion to 
the rear. They were pursued by the brigades of Wilcox and Semmes, which 
advanced nearly a mile, when they were halted to re-form in the presence of ! 
the enemy’s reserve, which now appeared in large force. It being quite dark, 
General Wilcox deemed it imprudent to push the attack with his small num¬ 
bers, and retired to his original position, the enemy making no attempt to 
follow. 

The next morning General Early advanced along the telegraph road and 
recaptured Marye’s and the adjacent hills without difficulty, thus gaining the 

rear of the enemy's left. He then proposed to General McLaws that a simul¬ 
taneous attack should be made by their respective commands, but the latter 
officer not deeming his force adequate to assail the enemy in front, the propo¬ 
sition was not carried into effect 

In the mean time the enemy had so strengthened his position near Chancel- 
lorsville that it was deemed inexpedient to assail it with less than our whole 
force, which could not be concentrated until we were relieved from the danger 
that menaced our rear. It was accordingly resolved still further to reinforce 
the troops in front of General Sedgwick, in order, if possible, to drive him 
across the Rappahannock. 

Accordingly, on the 4th, General Anderson was directed to proceed with his 
remaining three brigades to join General McLaws, the three divisions of Jack- 
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son's corps holding our position at Cfaaiscellorsville. Anderson readied Salem 
Church about noon, and was directed to gain the left dank of the enemy and 
effect a junction with Early. McLaws's troops were disposed as on die pre¬ 
vious day, with orders to hold the enemy in front and to push forward his right 
brigades as soon as the advance of Anderson and Early should be perceived, 
so as to connect with them and complete the continuity of our line. Some 
delay occurred in getting the troops into position, owing to the broken and 
irregular nature of the ground and the difficulty of ascertaining the disposition 
of the enemy's forces. The attack did not begin until 6 P. M., when Anderson 
and Early moved forward and drove General Sedgwick's troops rapidly before 
them across the plank road in the direction of the Rappahannock. The 
speedy approach of darkness prevented General Me Laws from perceiving the 
success of the attack until the enemy began to recross the river a short distance 
below Banks's Ford, where he had laid one of his pontoon bridges. His right 
brigades, under Kershaw and Wofford, advanced through the woods in the 
direction of the firing, but the retreat was so rapid fhat they could only join in 
the pursuit A dense fog settled over the field, increasing the obscurity and 
rendering great caution necessary to avoid collision between our own troops. 
Their movements were consequently slow. General Wilcox, with Kershaw's 
brigade and two regiments of his own, accompanied by a battery, proceeded 
nearly to the river, capturing a number of prisoners and inflicting great 
upon the enemy. General McLaws also directed Colonel [E. P.J Alfa 
artillery to fire upon the locality of the enemy's bridge, which was done wilfi 
good effect. 

The next morning it was found that General Sedgwick had made good his 
escape and removed his bridges. Fredericksburg was also evacuated, and our 
rear no longer threatened; but as General Sedgwick had it in his power to 
recross, it was deemed best to leave General Early with his division and Barks¬ 
dale's brigade to hold our lines as before, McLaws and Anderson being directed 
to return to Chancellorsville. They reached their destination during the after^ 
noon in the midst of a violent storm, which continued throughout the night and 
most of the following day. 

Preparations were made to assail the enemy’s works at daylight on the 6th, 
but on advancing our skirmishers it was found that under cover of the storm 
and darkness of the night he had retreated over the river. 

A detachment was left to guard the battlefield while the wounded were being 
removed and the captured property collected. The rest of the army returned 
to its former position. 

The particulars of these operations will be found in the reports of the several 
commanding officers, which are herewith transmitted. They will show more 
folly than my limits will suffer me to do the dangers and difficulties which, 
under God's blessing, were surmounted by the fortitude and valor of our army. 
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The conduct of the troops cannot be too Uglily praised. Attacking largely* 
superior numbers in strongly-intrenched positions, their heroic courage over¬ 
came every obstacle of nature and art ad achieved a triumph most honorable 
to our arms. 

1 commend to the particular notice of the Department the brave officers and 
men mentioned by their superiors for extraordinary daring and merit, whose 
names I am unable to enumerate here. Among them will be found some who 
have passed by a glorious death beyond the reach of praise, but the memory 
of whose virtues and devoted patriotism will ever be cherished by their grateful 
countrymen. 

The returns of the medical director will show the extent of our loss, which, 
from the nature of the circumstances attending the engagements, could not be 
otherwise than severe. Many valuable officers and men were killed or wounded 

m the faithful discharge of duty. Among the former, Brigadier-general Paxton 

fell while leading his brigade with conspicuous courage in the assault on the 
enemy’s works at Chancellorsville. 

The gallant Brigadier-general Nichols lost a leg. 

Brigadier-general McGowan was severely and Brigadier-generals Heth and 
Pender were slightly wounded in the same engagement. The latter officer led 
his brigade to the attack under a destructive fire, bearing the colors of a regi¬ 
ment in life own hands up to and over the intrenchments with the most distin¬ 
guished gallantry. 

General Hoke received a painful wound in die action near Fredericksburg. 

The movement by which the enemy’s position was turned and the fortune of 
the day decided was conducted by the lamented Lieutenant-general Jackson, 
who, as has already been stated, was severely wounded near the close of the 
engagement on Saturday evening. I do not propose here to speak of the cha¬ 
racter of this illustribus man, since removed from the scene of his eminent use¬ 
fulness by the hand of an inscrutable but all-wise Providence. I nevertheless 
desire to pay the tribute of my admiration to the matchless energy and skill 
that marked this last act of his life, forming as it did a worthy conclusion of 
that long series of splendid achievements which won for him the lasting love 
and gratitude of his country. 

Major-general A. P. Hill was disabled soon after assuming command, but 
did not leave the field until the arrival of Major-general Stuart. The latter 
officer ably discharged the difficult and responsible duties which he was thus 
unexpectedly called to perform. Assuming the command late in the night, at 
the close of a fierce engagement, and in the immediate presence of the enemy, 
necessarily ignorant in a great measure of the disposition of the troops and of 
the plans of those who had preceded him, General Stuart exhibited great 
energy, promptness, and intelligence. During the continuance of the engage¬ 
ment the next day he conducted the operations on the left with distinguished 
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capacity and vigor, stimulating and cheering the troops by the example of Ida 
own coolness and daring. 

While it is impossible to mention all who were conspicuous in the several 
engagements, it will not be considered an invidious distinction to say that Gen¬ 
eral Jackson after he was wounded, in expressing the satisfaction he derived 
from the conduct of his whole command, commended to my particular atten¬ 
tion the services of Brigadier-general (now Major-general) Rodes and his 
gallant division. 

Major-general Early performed the important and responsible duty entrusted 
to him in a manner which reflected credit upon himself and his command. 
Major-general R. H. Anderson was also distinguished for the promptness, cour¬ 
age, and skill with which he and his division executed every order, and Briga¬ 
dier-general (now Major-general) Wilcox is entitled to especial praise for the 
judgment and bravery displayed in impeding the advance of General Sedg¬ 
wick toward Chancellorsville and for the gallant and successful stand at Salem 
Church. 

To the skilful and efficient management of the artillery the successful issue 
of the contest is in great measure due. The ground was not favorable for its 
employment, but every suitable position was taken with alacrity, and the opera¬ 
tions of the infantry supported and assisted with a spirit and courage not second 
to their own. It bore a prominent part in the final assault which ended in 
driving the enemy from the field at Chancellorsville, silencing his batteries, and 
by a destructive enfilade fire upon his works opened the way for the advance 
of our troops. 

Colonels Crutchfield, Alexander, and [R. L.] Walker, and lieutenant-colo¬ 
nels [J. T.] Brown, [T. H.] Carter, and [R. S.] Andrews, with the officers and 
men of their commands, are mentioned as deserving especial commendation.* 
The batteries under General Pendleton also acted with great gallantry. 

The cavalry of the army at the time of these operations was much reduced. 
To its vigilance and energy we were indebted for timely information of the 
enemy’s movements before the battle and for impeding his march to Chancel¬ 
lorsville. It guarded both flanks of the army during the battle at that place, 
and a portion of it, as has been already stated, rendered valuable service in 
covering the march of Jackson to the enemy’s rear. 

The horse artillery accompanied the infantry and participated with credit to 
itself in the engagement The nature of the country rendered it impossible 
for the cavalry to do more. 

When the enemy’s infantry passed the Rappahannock at Kelly’s Ford his 
cavalry, under General Stoneman, also crossed in large force, and proceeded 
through Culpeper county toward Gordonsville for the purpose of cutting the 
railroads to Richmond. General Stuart had nothing to oppose to this move¬ 
ment but two regiments of Brigadier-general W. H. F. Lee's brigade (the 
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Ninth and Thirteenth Virginia cavalry). General Lee fell back before the 
overwhelming numbers of the enemy, and after holding the railroad bridge 
over the Rapidan during May 1st, burned the bridge and retired to Gordonsville 
at night The enemy avoided Gordonsville and reached Louisa Court-house 
on the Central Railroad, which he proceeded to break up. Dividing his force, 
a part of it also cut the Richmond and Fredericksburg Railroad, and a part 
proceeded to Columbia, on the James River and Kanawha Canal, with a design 
of destroying the aqueduct at that place. The small command of General 
Lee exerted itself vigorously to defeat this purpose. The damage done to the 
railroads was small and soon repaired, and the canal was saved from injury. 
The details of his operations will be found in the accompanying memorandum, 
and are creditable to officers and men. 

The loss of the enemy in the battle of Chancellorsville and the other engage¬ 
ments was severe. His dead and a large number of wounded were left on 

the field. About 5000 prisoners, exclusive of the wounded) were taken, and 13 
pieces of artillery, 19,500 stands of arms, 17 colors, and a large quantity of 
ammunition fell into our hands. 

To the members of my staff I am greatly indebted for assistance in observ¬ 
ing the movements of the enemy, posting troops, and. conveying orders. On 
so extended and varied a field all were called -into requisition, and all evinced 
the greatest energy and zeaL ’ ] R. E. Lee, 

General. 


Headquarters, Guiney's [Station], Va., 

- • May 5, 1863. 

At the dose of the battle of Chancellorsville on Sunday the enemy was re¬ 
ported advandng from Fredericksburg in our rear. General McLaws was sent 
back to arrest his progress, and repulsed him handsomely that afternoon at 

Tabernacle Church. Learning that this * force xonsisted of two corps under 
General Sedgwick, I determined to attack it. Leaving a suffident force to hold 
General Hooker in check, who had not recrossed the Rappahannock, as was 
reported, but occupied a strong position in front of the United States Ford, I 
marched back yesterday with General Anderson, and, uniting with McLaws 
and Early in the afternoon, succeeded by the blessing of Heaven in driving 
General Sedgwick over the river.- We have reoccupied Fredericksburg, and 
no enemy remains south of the Rappahannock in its vicinity. 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 

His Excellency President Dahs, 
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CHANCELLORSVILLE CAMPAIGN, May 3, 1863. 

Abstract from Return of the Army of Northern Virginia, GEN¬ 
ERAL R. E. LEE commanding , for May 20, 1863; Station, 
Fredericksburg , Va. 


COMKAim* 


General staff 
Staff. . . . 


FIRST ARMY CORPS. 
Lieut.-gen. James Longstrect. 

Anderson’s division. 

McLaws's division 

Pickett’s division. 

Hood's division . .. 

I ’s division detached) .... 

Total. 


SECOND ARMY CORPS. 
Maj.-gen. A. P. Hill. 


Staff. 

A. P. Hill’s division 
Rodes’s division. . 
Early's division . . 
Johnson’s division . 

Total .... 


Stuart’s cavalry division* , 
Valley district f. 


Artillery . 

Brig.-gen. Pendleton. 

General reserve., . 

First Army corpsj.. . 

Second Army corps}. 

Total. 


Grand total 


Present for doty J 


II 


8 

a 


B 

ft 


14 

II 


8,890 

8*16 

7,640 

8,677 


33.635 


11.035 

8,910 

7.907 

6,356 


34*223 

8,193 


786 

2,307 

2,410 


5,503 


81,568 


13,726 

12,889 

12,113 

12,573 


5 i, 3 i 5 


18430 

*5,037 

13,081 

12,008 


58.575 


*1.905 


916 

3.0*5 

3.348 


7.279 


*29.04* 


8401 

8,041 

7^24 

7 .* 6 S 


3*»544 


9.9+o 

8,19* 

7.700 

5.65* 


3*492 


7426 


697 

2,049 

*,264 


5.010 


75472 


• One regiment and one company not 
| Bearing's battery not reported. 


f Not reported. 

| Two batteries not repotted—on picket. 
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REPORTS OF GENERAL ROBERT E. LEE, C. S. ARMY, COM¬ 
MANDING ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, OF OPERA¬ 
TIONS, June 30 TO August 4TH, 1863. 

Culpeper Court-house, 
June 18, 1863. 

General: On the afternoon of the 14th, General Rodes took possession of 
Martinsburg, capturing several pieces of artillery, more than 200 prisoners, a 
supply of ammunition, and grain. Our loss, I killed and 2 wounded. 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant- and Inspector-general. 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 
July 17, 1863. 

General : General Fitz Lee attacked the enemy last evening near Keameys- 
ville and drove him to within a mile of Shepherdstown, when night put an end 
to the contest. The enemy, under cover of darkness, retired, taking the Charles¬ 
town road, leaving many of their wounded in Shepherdstown and the vicinity 
and their dead on the field. Their loss is reported very heavy. The enemy’s 
force is stated to have been Gregg’s division, General [D. McM.] Gregg com¬ 
manding in person. I regret to state that Colonel James H. Drake of the First 
Viiginia cavalry was mortally wounded in a charge of his regiment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. Lee, 
General. 

General S. Cooper, Adjt- and Insp.-general, Richmond, Va. 


Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 

July 21, 1863. 

General : 1 have seen in Northern papers what purported to be an official 
despatch of General [G. G.] Meade, stating that he had captured a brigade of 
infantry, two pieces of artillery, two masons, and a large number of small- 
arms as this army retired to the south bank of the Potomac on the 13th and 
14th instants. This despatch has teen copied into the Richmond papers, and 
as its official character may cause it to be believed, I desire to state that it is 
incorrect The enemy did not capture any organized body of men on that 
occasion, but only stragglers and such as were left asleep on the road exhausted 
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by the fatigue and exposure of one of the most inclement nights I have evei 
known at this season of the year. It rained without cessation, rendering the 
road by which our troops marched to the bridge at Falling Waters very difficult 
to pass, and causing so much delay that the last of the troops did not cross the 
river at the bridge until i p. m. on the 14th. While the column was thus dc* 
tained on the road a number of men, worn down with fatigue, lay down in 
bams and by the wayside, and, though officers were sent back to arouse them 
as the troops moved on, the darkness and rain prevented them from finding 
all, and many were in this way left behind. Two guns were left in the road. 
The horses that drew them became exhausted, and the officers went forward to 
procure others. When they returned the rear of the column had passed the 
guns so far that it was deemed unsafe to send back for them, and they were 
thus lost No arms, cannon, or prisoners were taken by the enemy in battle, 
but only such as were left behind under the circumstances I have described. 
The number of stragglers thus lost I am unable to state with accuracy, but it is 
greatly exaggerated in the despatch referred to. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, R. E. Lee, 

General, 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjt.- and Insp.-gen. C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. 


Williamsport, June 25,1863. 

His Excellency President Davis, Richmond, 

Mr. President : So strong is my conviction of the necessity of activity on 
our part in military affairs that you will excuse my adverting to the subject 
again, notwithstanding what I have said in my previous letter of to-day. 

It seems to me that we cannot afford to keep our troops awaiting movements 
of the enemy, but should so employ our own forces as to give occupation to his 
at points of our selection. 

I have observed that extracts from Northern journals, contained in Rich¬ 
mond papers of the 22d instant, state that the yellow fever has appeared at 
New Berne, and that in consequence the Federal troops are being moved back 
to Morehead City. If, in fact, the fever is in New Berne, it would tend of itself 
to prevent active operations from that point But as I have never heard of the 
disease being in that city, and as it does not generally break out so early in the 
season even in localities which are subject to it, 1 am disposed to doubt the 
truth of the statement, and regard it as a cover for the withdrawal of the 
enemy's forces for some other field. The attempt to conceal their movements, 
as in the case of the withdrawal of the troops from Suffolk, coupled with the 
fact that nothing has up to this time been undertaken on the North Carolina 
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coast, convinces me that the enemy contemplates nothing important in that 
region, and that it is unnecessary to keep our troops there to watch him. 

If he has been waiting until this time for reinforcements, the probability of 
their being furnished is greatly diminished by the movements now in progress 
on our part, and they must at least await the result of our operations. The 
same course of reasoning is applicable to the question of the probability of the 
enemy assuming the offensive against Richmond, either on the Peninsula or 
south of the James. I feel sure, therefore, that the best use that can be made 
of the troops in Carolina, and those in Virginia now guarding Richmond, would 
be the prompt assembling of the main body of them, leaving sufficient to pre¬ 
vent raids, together with as many as can be drawn from the army of General 
Beauregard, at Culpeper Court-house under the command of that officer. I 
do not think they could more effectually prevent aggressive movements on the 
part of the enemy in any other way, while their assistance to this army in its 
operations would be very great 

If the report received from General Buckner of the withdrawal of General 
Burnside from Kentucky be correct, I think there is nothing to prevent a united 
movement of the commands of Generals Buckner and Sam Jones into that 
State. They would render valuable service by collecting and bringing out sup¬ 
plies, if they did no more, and would embarrass the enemy and prevent troops 
now there from being sent to other points. If they are too weak to attempt 
this object, they need not be idle; and I think that if the enemy’s forces have 
in fact been so far weakened as to render present active operations on his part 
gains? them improbable, they should go where they can be of immediate ser¬ 
vice, leaving only a sufficient guard to watch the lines they now hold. They 
might be sent with benefit to reinforce General Johnston or General Bragg, to 
constitute a part of the proposed army of General Beauregard at Culpeper 
Court-house, or they might accomplish good results by going into North-west¬ 
ern Virginia. It should never be forgotten that our concentration at any point 
compels that of the enemy, and, his numbers being limited, tends to relieve all 
other threatened localities. 

I earnestly commend these considerations to the attention of Your Excel¬ 
lency, and trust that you will be at liberty, in your better judgment and with 
the superior means of information you possess as to our own necessities and 
the enemy’s movements in the distant regions I have mentioned, to give effect 
to them, either in the way I have suggested or in such other manner as may 
seem to you more judicious. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R.E. Lee, 

General. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
July 4,1863. 

General Orders 
No. 74. 

I. The army will vacate its position this evening. General A. P. Hill's corps 
will commence the movement, withdrawing from its position after dark, and 
proceed on the Fairfield road to die pass in the mountains, which it will occupy, 
selecting the strongest ground for defence toward the east. General Longstreefs 
corps will follow, and General Ewell's corps bring up the rear. These two latter 
corps will proceed through and go into camp. General Longstrect’s corps wDl 
be charged with the escort of die prisoners, and will habitually occupy the cen¬ 
tre of the line of march. General Ewell's and General Hill's corps will alter* 
nately take the front and rear on the march. 

II. The trains which accompany the army will habitually move between die 
leading and the fear corps, each under the charge of their respective chief 
quartermasters. lieutenant-colonel [James L.] Corley, chief quartermaster of 
the army, will regulate the order in which they shall move. Corps command¬ 
ers will see that the officers remain with their trams, and that they move steadily 
and quietly, and that the animals are property cared for. 

III. The artillery of each corps will move under die charge of their respective 
chiefs of artillery, the whole under the general superintendence of the com¬ 
mander of the artillery of the army. 

IV. General Stuart will designate a cavalry command not exceeding two 
squadrons to precede and follow the army in its line of march, the commander 
of the advance reporting to the commander of the leading corps, the com¬ 
mander of the rear to the commander of die rear corps. He will direct one 
or two brigades, as he may think proper, to proceed to Cashtown this afternoon 
and hold that place until the rear of the army has passed Fairfield, and occupy 
the gorge in die mountains; after crossing which to proceed in the direction of 
Greencasde, guarding the right and rear of the army on its march to Hagers¬ 
town and Williamsport General Stuart, with the rest of the cavalry, will this 
evening take die route to Emmettsburg, and proceed thence toward Cavetown 
and Boonsboro’, guarding the left and rear of the army. 

V. The commanding general earnestly exhorts each corps commander to see 

that every officer exerts the utmost vigilance, steadiness, and boldness during 
the whole march. R. E. Lee, 

- General. 

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 
August 2, 1863. 

General; On the night of July 31st the enemy laid pontoon bridges at a 
point below Kelly’s Ford and at Rappahannock Station, and crossed the river 


. 
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with two or three divisions of cavalry and a large body of infantry. The cav¬ 
alry, supported by three brigades of infantry, advanced toward Brandy Station, 
being retarded in their progress by Hampton's brigade of cavalry, under the 
command of Colonel [L. S.] Baker of the First North Carolina regiment, which 
fell back gradually before them to our line of infantry, about two miles this side 
of Brandy. Our infantry skirmishers were then advanced, and drove the enemy 
back a mile beyond the station. 

Hampton's brigade behaved with its usual gallantry, and was very skilfully 
handled by Colonel Baker. General Stuart was in the front with the brigade 
die whole day. 

Our loss was small, but among our wounded, 1 regret to say, are those brave 
officers—Colonel Baker, commanding the brigade; Colonel [Pierce M. B.] 
Young of Cobb’s Legion, and Colonel [John L.] Black of the First South 
Carolina cavalry. 

1 am, etc., R. E. Lee, 

General\ 

General S. Cooper, 

Adjutant- and Inspector-general C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. 


REPORT OF GENERAL R. E. LEE OF THE GETTYSBURG CAM¬ 
PAIGN, June to August, 1863. 

Hkaquartkrs Army of Northsrn Virginia, 
January —, 1864. 

General : I have the honor to submit a detailed report of the operations of 
this army from the time it left the vicinity of Fredericksburg early in June to its 
occupation of the line of the Rapidan in August 

Upon the retreat of the Federal army, commanded by Major-general 
[Joseph] Hooker, from Chancellorsville, it reoccupied the ground north of 

the Rappahannock opposite Fredericksbuxg, where it could not be attacked 
except at a disadvantage. It was determined to draw it from this position, and, 
if practicable, to transfer the scene of hostilities beyond the Potomac. The 
execution of this purpose also embraced the expulsion of the force under Gen¬ 
eral [R. H.] Miiroy, which had infested the lower Shenandoah Valley during 
the preceding winter and spring. If unable to attain the valuable results which 
might be expected to follow a decided advantage gained over the enemy in 
Maryland or Pennsylvania, it was hoped that we should at least so far disturb 
his plans for the summer campaign as to prevent its execution during the season 
of active operations. 

The commands of Longstreet and Ewell were put in motion, and encamped 
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around Culpeper Court-house June 7th. As soon as their march was discov¬ 
ered by the enemy he threw a force across the Rappahannock about two miles 
below Fredericksburg, apparently for the purpose of observation. Hill's corps 
was left to watch these troops, with instructions to follow the movements of the 
army as soon as they should retire. 

The cavalry, under General [J. E. B.] Stuart, which had been concentrated 
near Culpeper Court-house, was attacked on June 9th by a large force of Fed¬ 
eral cavalry, supported by infantry, which crossed the Rappahannock at Bev¬ 
erly and Kelly’s fords. After a severe engagement, which continued from early 
in the morning until late in the afternoon, the enemy was compelled to recross 
the river with heavy loss, leaving about 500 prisoners, 3 pieces of artillery, and 
several colors in our hands. 

General Imboden and General Jenkins had been ordered to co-operate in 
the projected expedition into the Valley—General Imboden, by moving toward 
Romney with his command to prevent the troops guarding the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad from reinforcing those at Winchester, while General Jenkins 
advanced directly toward the latter place with his cavalry brigade, supported 
by a battalion of infantry and a battery of the Maryland line. 

General Ewell left Culpeper Court-house on June 10th. He crossed the 
branches of the Shenandoah near Front Royal, and reached Cedarville on the 
12th, where he was joined by General Jenkins. Detaching General Rodes with 
his division and the greater part of Jenkins’s brigade to dislodge a force of 
the enemy stationed at Berryville, General Ewell with the rest of his command 
moved upon Winchester, Johnson’s division advancing by the Front Royal 
road— Early’s, by the Valley turnpike, which it entered at Newtown, where it 
was joined by the Maryland troops. 

The enemy was driven in on both roads, and our troops halted in line of 
battle near the town on the evening of the 13th. The same day the force 
which had occupied Berryville retreated to Winchester on the approach of 
General Rodes. The following morning General Ewell ordered General Early 

to carry an intrenched position north-west of Winchester near the Pughtown 

road, which the latter officer, upon examining the ground, discovered would 
command the principal fortifications. 

To cover the movement of General Early, General Johnson took position 
between the road to Millwood and that to Berryville, and advanced his skir¬ 
mishers toward the town. General Early, leaving a portion of his command 
to engage the enemy’s attention, with the remainder gained a favorable posi¬ 
tion without being perceived, and about 5 p. m. twenty pieces of artillery under 
lieutenant-colonel H. P. Jones opened suddenly upon the intrenchments. The 
enemy’s guns were soon silenced. Hays’s brigade then advanced to the assault 
and carried the works by storm, capturing six rifled pieces, two of which were 
turned upon and dispersed a column which was forming to retake the position. 
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The enemy immediately abandoned the works on the left of those taken by 
Hays and retired into his main fortifications, which General Early prepared to 
assail in the morning. The loss of the advanced works, however, rendered ' 
the others untenable, and the enemy retreated in the night, abandoning his 
sick and wounded, together with his artillery, wagons, and stores. Anticipating 
such a movement, as soon as he heard of Early's success General Ewell 
directed General Johnson to occupy with part of his command a point on the 
Martinsburg road about two and a half miles from Winchester, where he could 
either intercept the enemy's retreat or aid in an attack should further resist¬ 
ance be offered in the morning. General Johnson marched with Nichols’s and 
part of Steuart's brigades, accompanied by Lieutenant-colonel [R. S.] Andrews 
with a detachment of his artillery, the Stonewall brigade being orderdd to 
follow. 

Finding the road to the place indicated by General Ewell difficult of passage in 
the darkness, General Johnson pursued that leading by Jordan [Alum ?] Springs 
to Stephenson's D6p6t, where he took a favorable position on the Martinsburg 
road about five miles from Winchester. Just as his line was formed the re¬ 
treating column, consisting of the main body of General Milroy’s army, arrived 
and immediately attacked him. The enemy, though in superior force, consist¬ 
ing of both infantry and cavalry, was gallantly repulsed, and, finding all efforts 
to cut his way unavailing, he sent strong flanking-parties simultaneously to the 
right and left, still keeping up a heavy fire in front. The party on the right 
was driven back and pursued by the Stonewall brigade, which opportunely 
arrived. That on the left was broken and dispersed by the Second and Tenth 
Louisiana regiments, aided by the artillery, and in a short time nearly the whole 
infantry force, amounting to more than 2300 men, with 11 stands of colors, sur¬ 
rendered, the cavalry alone escaping. General Milroy, with a small party of 
fugitives, fled to Harper's Ferry. The number of prisoners taken in this action 
exceeded the force engaged under General [Edward] Johnson, who speaks in 
terms of well-deserved praise of the conduct of the officers and men of his 
command. 

In the mean time, General Rodes marched from Berryville to Martinsburg, 
reaching the latter place in the afternoon of the 14th. The enemy made a 
show of resistance, but soon gave way, the cavalry and artillery retreating 
toward Williamsport, the infantry toward Shepherdstown, under cover of night. 
The route taken by the latter was not known until it was too late to follow; but 
the former were pursued so rapidly, Jenkins’s troops leading, that they were 
forced to abandon five of their six pieces of artillery. About 200 prisoners 
were taken, but the enemy destroyed most of his stores. 

These operations resulted in the expulsion of the enemy from the Valley; 
the capture of 4000 prisoners, with a corresponding number of small-arms ; 28 
pieces of superior artillery, including those taken by Generals Rodes and Hays; 
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about 300 wagons and as many horses, together with a considerable quantity 
of ordnance, commissary, and quartermaster's stores. 

Our entire loss was 47 killed, 219 wounded, and 3 missing. 

MARCH INTO PENNSYLVANIA. 

On the night of Ewell’s appearance at Winchester die enemy in front of A. 
P. Hill at Fredericksburg recrossed the Rappahannock, and the whole army 
of General Hooker withdrew from the north side of the river. In order to 
mislead him as to our intentions, and at the same time protect Hill’s corps in 
its march up the Rappahannock, Longstreet left Culpeper Court-house on the 
15th, and, advancing along the eastern side of the Blue Ridge, occupied Ash¬ 
by’s and Snicker’s gaps. He had been joined while at Culpeper by General 
Pickett with three brigades of his division. General Stuart, with three brigades 
of cavalry, moved on Longstreet's right and took position in front of the gaps. 
Hampton's and [J. M.] Jones's brigades remained along the Rappahannock 
and Hazel rivers in front of Culpeper Court-house, with instructions to follow 
the main body as soon as Hill’s corps had passed that point 

On the 17th, Fitz Lee’s brigade, under Colonel [Thos. T.] Munford, which 
was on the road to Snicker’s Gap, was attacked near Aldie by the Federal cav¬ 
alry, The attack was repulsed with loss, and the brigade held its ground until 
ordered to fall back, its right being threatened by another body coming from 
Hopewell toward Middleburg. The latter force was driven from Middleburg 
and pursued toward Hopewell by Robertson’s brigade, which arrived 
dark. Its retreat was intercepted by W. H. F. Lee's brigade, under Colonel 
[J. R.] Chambliss, and the greater part of a regiment captured. 

During the three succeeding days there was much skirmishing. General 
Stuart taking a position west of Middleburg, where he awaited the rest of his 
command. 

General [J. M.J Jones arrived on the 19th, and General Hampton in the 

afternoon of the following day, having repulsed on his march a cavalry force 

sent to reconnoitre in the direction of Warrenton. 

On the 21 st the enemy attacked with infantry and cavalry, and obliged Gen¬ 
eral Stuart, after a brave resistance, to fall back to the gaps of the mountains. 
The enemy retired the next day, having advanced only a short distan ce beyond 
Upperville. 

In these engagements the cavalry sustained a loss of 5x0 killed, wounded, 
and missing. Among them were several valuable officers, whose names are 
mentioned in General Stuart’s report. One piece of artillery was disabled and 
left on the field. The enemy’s loss was heavy. About 400 prisoners were 
taken and several stands of colors. 

The Federal army was apparently guarding the approaches to Washington, 
and manifested no disposition to assume the offensive. 
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In the mean time, the progress of Ewell, who was already in Maryland, with 
Jenkins’s cavalry advanced into Pennsylvania as far as Chambersbuig, ren¬ 
dered it necessary that the rest of the army should be within supporting dis¬ 
tance, and Hill having reached the Valley, Longstreet was withdrawn to the 
west side of the Shenandoah, and the two corps encamped near Berryville. 

General Stuart was directed to hold the mountain-passes with part of his 
command as long as the enemy remained south of the Potomac, and with the 
remainder to cross into Maryland and place himself on the right of General 
Ewjell. Upon the suggestion of the former officer that he could damage the 
enemy and delay his passage of the river by getting in his rear, he was author¬ 
ized to do so, and it was left to his discretion whether to enter Maryland east or 
west of the Blue Ridge; but he was instructed to lose no time in placing his 
command on the right of our column as soon as he should perceive the enemy 
moving northward. 

On the 22d, General Ewell marched into Pennsylvania with Rodes's and 
Johnson's divisions, preceded by Jenkins's cavalry, taking the road from 
Hagerstown through Chambersburg to Carlisle, where he arrived on the 27th. 
Early's division, which had occupied Boonsboro', moved by a parallel road to 
Greenwood, and, in pursuance of instructions previously given to General 
Ewell, marched toward York. 

On the 24th, Longstreet and Hill were put in motion to follow Ewell, and on 
the 27th encamped near Chambersburg. 

General Imboden, under the orders already referred to, had been operating 
on Ewell's left while the latter was advancing into Maryland. He drove off 
the troops guarding the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and destroyed all the 
important bridges on that route from Martinsburg to Cumberland, besides 
inflicting serious damage upon the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. He was at 
Hancock when Longstreet and Hill reached Chambersburg, and was directed 
to proceed to the latter place by way of McConnellsburg, collecting supplies 
for the army on his route. 

The cavalry force at this time with the army, consisting of Jenkins’s brigade 
and [E. V.] White's battalion, was not greater than was required to accompany 
the advance of General Ewell and General Early, with whom it performed 
valuable service, as appears from their reports. It was expected that as soon 
as the Federal army should cross the Potomac, General Stuart would give 
notice of its movements, and, nothing having been heard from him since our 
entrance into Maryland, it was inferred that the enemy had not yet left Virginia. 
Orders were therefore issued to move upon Harrisburg. The expedition of 
General Early to York was designed in part to prepare for this undertaking by 
breaking the railroad between Baltimore and Harrisburg and seizing the bridge 
over the Susquehanna at Wrightsville. General Early succeeded in the first 
object, destroying a number of bridges above and below York, but on the ap- 
S8 
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proach of the troops sent by Mm to Wrightsville a body of militia stationed at 
that place fled across the river and burned the bridge in their retreat General 
Early then marched to rejoin his corps. 

The advance against Harrisburg was arrested by intelligence received from 
a scout on the night of the 28th to the effect that the army of General Hooker 
had crossed the Potomac and was approaching the South Mountains. In the 
absence of the cavalry it was impossible to ascertain his intentions; but to 
deter him from advancing farther west and intercepting our communications 
with Virginia it was determined to concentrate the army east of the mountains. 

BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG. 

Hill’s corps was accordingly ordered to move toward Cashtown on the 29th, 

and Longstreet to follow the next day, leaving Pickett's division at Chambers- 
burg to guard the rear until relieved by Imboden. General Ewell was recalled 
from Carlisle, and directed to join the army at Cashtown or Gettysburg as cir¬ 
cumstances might require. The advance of the enemy to the latter place was 
unknown, and the weather being inclement the march was conducted with a 
view to the comfort of the troops. Heth's division reached Cashtown on the 
29th, and the following morning Pettigrew’s brigade, sent by General Heth to 
procure supplies at Gettysburg, found it occupied by the enemy. Being igno¬ 
rant of the extent of his force, General PettigTew was unwilling to hazard an 
attack with his single brigade and returned to Cashtown. 

General Hill arrived with Pender’s division in the evening, and the fbHowing 
morning (July 1st) advanced with these two divisions, accompanied by Fe- 
gram’s and McIntosh's battalions of artillery, to ascertain the strength of the 
enemy, whose force was supposed to consist chiefly of cavalry. The leading 
division under General Heth found the enemy's videttes about three miles west 
of Gettysburg, and continued to advance until within a mile of the town, when 
two brigades were sent forward to reconnoitre. They drove in the advance of 
the enemy very gallantly, but subsequently encountered largely-superior num¬ 
bers, and were compelled to retire with loss, Brigadier-general Archer, com¬ 
manding one of the brigades, being taken prisoner. General Heth then pre¬ 
pared for action, and as soon as Pender arrived to support him was ordered by 
General Hill to advance. The artillery was placed in position and the engage¬ 
ment opened with vigor. General Heth pressed the enemy steadily back, 
breaking his first and second lines, and attacking his third with great resolu¬ 
tion. About 2.30 p. m. the advance of Ewell's corps, consisting of Rodes's 
division, with Carter's battalion of artillery, arrived by the Middletown road, 
and, forming on Heth's left nearly at right angles with his line, became warmly 
engaged with fresh numbers of die enemy. Heth’s troops, having suffered 
heavily in their protracted contest with a superior force, were relieved by Pen¬ 
der's, and Early, coming up by the Heidlersbuxg road soon afterward, took 
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position on the left of Rodes, when a general advance was made. The enemy 
gave way on all sides and was driven through Gettysburg with great loss. 
Major-general [J. F.] Reynolds, who was in command, was killed. More than 
5000 prisoners, exclusive of a large number of wounded, 3 pieces of artillery, 
and several colors were captured. Among the prisoners were two brigadier- 
generals, one of whom was badly wounded. Our own loss was heavy, includ¬ 
ing a number of officers, among whom were Major-general Heth slightly, and 
Brigadier-general Scales of Pender's division severely, wounded. The enemy 
retired to a range of hills south of Gettysburg, where he displayed a strong 
force of infantry and artillery. 

It was ascertained from the prisoners that we had been engaged with two 
corps of the army formerly commanded by General Hooker, and that the 
remainder of that army, under General [George G.] Meade, was approaching 
Gettysburg. Without information as to its proximity, the strong position which 
the. enemy had assumed could not be attacked without danger of exposing the 
four divisions present, already weakened and exhausted by a long and bloody 
struggle, to overwhelming numbers of fresh troops. General Ewell was there¬ 
fore instructed to carry the hill occupied by the enemy if he found it practicable, 
but to avoid a general engagement until the arrival of the other divisions of 
the army, which were ordered to hasten forward. He decided to await John¬ 
son's division, which had marched from Carlisle by the road west of the moun¬ 
tains to guard the trains of his corps, and consequently did not reach Gettysburg 
until a late hour. 

In the mean time the enemy occupied the point which General Ewell de¬ 
signed to seize, but in what force could not be ascertained, owing to the dark¬ 
ness. An intercepted despatch showed that another corps had halted that 
afternoon four miles from Gettysburg. Under these circumstances it was 
decided not to attack until the arrival of Longstreet, two of whose divisions 
(those of Hood and McLaws) encamped about four miles in rear during the 
night. Anderson's division of Hill’s corps came up after the engagement 

It had not been intended to deliver a general battle so far from our base 
unless attacked, but, coming unexpectedly upon the whole Federal army, to 
withdraw through the mountains with our extensive trains would have been 
difficult and dangerous. At the same time we were unable to await an attack, 
as the country was unfavorable for collecting supplies in the presence of the 
enemy, who could restrain our foraging-parries by holding the mountain-passes 
with local and other troops. A battle had therefore become, in a measure, un¬ 
avoidable, and the success already gained gave hope of a favorable issue. 

The enemy occupied a strong position, with his right upon two commanding 
elevations adjacent to each other, one south-east and the other, known as Cem¬ 
etery Hill, immediately south of the town, which lay at its base. His line ex¬ 
tended thence upon the high ground along the Emmettsburg road, with a steep 
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ridge in rear, which was also occupied. This ridge was difficult of ascent, par¬ 
ticularly the two hills above mentioned as forming its northern extremity, and 
a third at the other end on which the enemy’s left rested. Numerous stone 
and rail fences along the slope served to afford protection to his troops and im¬ 
pede our advance. In his front the ground was undulating and generally open 
for about three-quarters of a mile. 

General Ewell's corps constituted our left, Johnson's division being opposite 
the height adjoining Cemetery Hill, Early's in the centre, in front of the north 
face of the latter, and Rodes upon his right Hill's corps faced the west side 
of Cemetery Hill and extended nearly parallel to the Emmettsburg road, mak¬ 
ing an angle with Ewell's. Pender's division formed his left, Anderson's his 
right, Heth's, under Brigadier-general Pettigrew, being in reserve. His artil¬ 
lery, under Colonel [R. L.] Walker, was posted in eligible positions along his 
line. It was determined to make the principal attack upon die enemy's left, 
and endeavor to gain a position from which it was thought that our artillery 
could be brought to bear with effect. Longstreet was directed to place the 
divisions of Me Laws and Hood on the right of Hill, partially enveloping the 
enemy’s left, which he was to drive in. General Hill was ordered to threaten 
the enemy's centre to prevent reinforcements being drawn to either wing, and 
co-operate with his right division in Longstreet's attack. General Ewell was 
instructed to make a simultaneous demonstration upon the enemy's right, to be 
converted into a real attack should opportunity offer. 

About 4 p. M. Longstreet's batteries opened, and soon afterward Hood’s 
division, on the extreme right, moved to the attack. McLaws followed some¬ 
what later, four of Anderson's brigades—those of Wilcox, Perry, [A. R.] 
Wright, and Posey—supporting him on the left in the order named. The 
enemy was soon driven from his position on the Emmettsburg road to the 
cover of a ravine and a line of stone fences at the foot of the ridge in his rear. 
He was dislodged from these after a severe struggle, and retired up the ridge, 
leaving a number of his batteries in our possession. Wilcox's and Wright's 
brigades advanced with great gallantry, breaking successive lines of the en¬ 
emy’s infantry and compelling him to abandon much of his artillery. Wilcox 
reached the foot and Wright gained the crest of the ridge itself, driving the 
enemy down the opposite side; but, having become separated from McLaws 
and gone beyond the other two brigades of the division, they were attacked in 
front and on both flanks and compelled to retire, being unable to bring off any 
of the captured artillery. McLaws’s left also fell back, and, it being now 
nearly dark, General Longstreet determined to await the arrival of General 
Pickett He disposed his command to hold the ground gained on the right, 
withdrawing his left to the first position from which the enemy had been 
driven. 

Four pieces of artillery, several toadied prisoners, and two regimental flags 
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were taken. As soon as the engagement began on our right General Johnson 
opened with his artillery, and about two hours later advanced up the hill next 
to Cemetery Hill with three brigades, the fourth being detained by a demon¬ 
stration on his left Soon afterward General Early attacked Cemetery Hill 
with two brigades, supported by a third, the fourth having been previously de¬ 
tached. The enemy had greatly increased the strength of the positions assailed 
by Johnson and Early by earthworks. 

The troops of the former moved steadily up the steep and'rugged ascent 

under a heavy fire, driving the enemy into his intrenchments, part of which 
was carried by Steuart’s brigade, and a number of prisoners taken. The con¬ 
test was continued to a late hour, but without further advantage. On Cemetery 
Hill the attack by Early’s leading brigades—those of Hays and Hoke, under 
Colonel [I. E.J Avery—was made with vigor*. Two lines of the enemy’s in¬ 
fantry were dislodged from the cover of some stone and board fences on the 
side of the ascent and driven back into the works on the crest, into which our 
troops forced their way and seized several pieces of artillery. A heavy force 
advanced against their right, which was without support, and they were com¬ 
pelled to retire, bringing with them about ioo prisoners and 4 stands of colors. 
General Ewell had directed General Rodes to attack in concert with Early, 
covering his right, and had requested Brigadier-general Lane, then command¬ 
ing Pender’s division, to co-operate on the right of Rodes. When the time to 
attack arrived, General Rodes, not having his troops in position, was unpre- 
pared to co-operate with General Early, and before he could get in readiness 
the latter had been obliged to retire for want of the expected support on his 
right General Lane was prepared to give the assistance required of him, and 
so informed General Rodes, but the latter deemed it useless to advance after 
the failure of Early’s attack. 

In this engagement our loss in men and officers was large.' Major-generals 
Hood and Pender, Brigadier-generals [J. M.] Jones, Semmes, G. T. Anderson, 

and Barksdale, and Colonel Avery, commanding Hoke’s brigade, were wound¬ 
ed, the last two mortally. Generals Pender and Semmes died after their re¬ 
moval to Virginia. 

The result of this day’s operations induced the belief that with proper con¬ 
cert of action, and with the increased support that the positions gained on the 
right would enable the artillery to render the assaulting columns, we should 
ultimately succeed, and it was accordingly determined to continue the attack. 
The general plan was unchanged. Longstreet, reinforced by Pickett's three 
brigades, which arrived near the battlefield during the afternoon of the 2d, 
was ordered to attack the next morning, and General Ewell was directed to 
assail the enemy’s right at the same time. The latter during the night rein¬ 
forced General Johnson with two brigades from Rodes’s and one from Early’s 
division. 
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General Longstreet's dispositions were not completed as early as was ex¬ 
pected, but before notice could be sent to General Ewell, General Johnson had 
already become engaged, and it was too late to recall him. The enemy at¬ 
tempted to recover the works taken the preceding evening, but was repulsed, 
and General Johnson attacked in turn. After a gallant and prolonged struggle, 
in which the enemy was forced to abandon part of his intrenchments, General 
Johnson found himself unable to carry the strongly-fortified crest of the hill. 
The projected attack on the enemy's left not having been made, he was enabled 
to hold his right with a force largely superior to that of General Johnson, and 
finally to threaten his flank and rear, rendering it necessary for him to retire to 
his original position about I P. M. 

General Longstreet was delayed by a force occupying the high, rocky hills 

on the enemy’s extreme left, from which his troops could be attacked in reverse 
as they advanced. His operations had been embarrassed the day previous by 
the same cause, and he now deemed it necessary to defend his flank and rear 
with the divisions of Hood and McLaws. He was therefore reinforced by 
Heth's division and two brigades of Pender's, to the command of which Major- 
general Trimble was assigned. General Hill was directed to hold his line with 
the rest of his command, afford General Longstreet further assistance if required, 
and avail himself of any success that might be gained. 

A careful examination was made of the ground secured by longstreet, and 
his batteries placed in positions which it was believed would enable them to 
silence those of the enemy. Hill’s artillery and part of Ewell's was ordered to 
open simultaneously, and the assaulting column to advance under cover of the 
combined fire of the three. The batteries were directed to be pushed forward 
as the infantry progressed, protect their flanks, and support their attacks closely. 

About l P. if at a given signal, a heavy cannonade was opened and contin¬ 
ued for about two hours with marked effect upon the enemy. His batteries 
replied vigorously at first, but toward the close their fire slackened perceptibly, 
and General Longstreet ordered forward the column of attack, consisting of 
Pickett’s and Heth's divisions, in two lines, Pickett on the right. Wilcox’s 
brigade marched in rear of Pickett's right to guard that flank, and Heth's was 
supported by Lane's and Scales's brigades under General Trimble. The troops 
moved steadily on under a heavy fire of musketry and artillery, the main attack 
being directed against the enemy’s left centre. His batteries reopened as soon 
as they appeared. Our own, having nearly exhausted their ammunition in the 
protracted cannonade that preceded the advance of the infantry, were unable 
to reply or render the necessary support to the attacking party. Owing to this 
fact, which was unknown to me when the assault took place, the enemy was 
enabled to throw a strong force of infantry against our left, already wavering 
under a concentrated fire of artillery from the ridge in front and from Cemetery 
Hill on the left. It finally gave way, and the right, after penetrating the en- 
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emy’s lines, entering his advance works and capturing some of his artillery, 
was attacked simultaneously in front and on both flanks and driven back with 
heavy loss. The troops were rallied and re-formed, but the enemy did not 
pursue. 

A large number of brave officers and men fell or were captured on this occa¬ 
sion. Of Pickett's three brigade commanders, Generals Armistead and [R. B.J 
Garnett were killed and General Kemper dangerously wounded. Major-gen¬ 
eral Trimble and Brigadier-general Pettigrew were also wounded, the former 
severely. 

The movements of the army preceding the battle of Gettysburg had been 
much embarrassed by the absence of the cavalry. As soon as it was known 
that the enemy had crossed into Maryland orders were sent to the brigades of 
[B. H.] Robertson and [Wm. £.] Jones, which had been left to guard the 

passes of the Blue Ridge, to rejoin the army without delay, and it was expected 
that General Stuart with the remainder of his command would soon arrive. In 
the exercise of the discretion given him when Longstreet and Hill marched 
into Maryland, General Stuart determined to pass around the rear of the Fed¬ 
eral army with three brigades and cross the Potomac between it and Washing¬ 
ton, believing that he would be able by that route to place himself on our right 
flank in time to keep us properly advised of the enemy's movements. He 
inarched from Salem on the night of June 24th, intending to pass west of Cen- 
treville, but found the enemy's forces so distributed as to render that route 
impracticable. Adhering to his original plan, he was forced to make a wide 
d£tour through Buckland and Brentsville, and crossed the Occoquan at Wolf 
Run Shoals on the morning of the 27th. Continuing his march through Fair¬ 
fax Court-house and Dranesville, he arrived at the Potomac below the mouth 
of Seneca Creek in the evening. He found the river much swollen by the 
recent rains, but after great exertion gained the Maryland shore before mid¬ 
night with his whole command. He now ascertained that the Federal army, 
which he had discovered to be drawing toward the Potomac, had crossed the 
day before and was moving toward Fredericktown, thus interposing itself 
between him and our forces. 

He accordingly marched northward through Rockville and Westminster to 
Hanover, Pa., where he arrived on the 30th; but the enemy advanced with 
equal rapidity on his left, and continued to obstruct communication with our 
main body. 

Supposing from such information as he could obtain that part of the army 
was at .Carlisle, he left Hanover t hat night and proceeded thither by way of 
Dover. 

He reached Carlisle on July 1st, where he received orders to proceed to Get¬ 
tysburg. He arrived in the afternoon of the following day and took position 
on General Ewell's left His leading brigade, under General Hampton, 
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encountered and repulsed a body of the enemy’s cavalry at Hunterstown 
endeavoring to reach our rear. 

General Stuart had several skirmishes during his march, and at Hanover 
quite a severe engagement took place with a strong force of cavalry, which was 
finally compelled to withdraw from the town. 

The prisoners taken by the cavalry and paroled at various places amounted 
to about 800, and at Rockville a large train of wagons coming from Washing¬ 
ton was intercepted and captured. Many of them were destroyed, but 125, 
with all the animals of the train, were secured. 

The ranks of the cavalry were much reduced by its long and arduous march, 
repeated conflicts, and insufficient supplies of food and forage, but the day 
after its arrival at Gettysburg it engaged the enemy's cavalry with unabated 
spirit and effectually protected our left In this action Brigadier-general 
Hampton was seriously wounded while acting with his accustomed gallantry. 

Robertson's and Jones’s brigades arrived on July 3d, and were stationed upon 
our right flank. The severe loss sustained by the army and the reduction of Us 
ammunition rendered another attempt to dislodge the enemy inadvisable, and 
it was therefore determined to withdraw. 

The tains, with such of the wounded as could bear removal, were ordered 
to Williamsport on July 4th, part moving through Cashtown and Greencastie, 
escorted by General Imboden, and the remainder by the Fairfield road. The 
army retained its position until dark, when it was put in motion for the Potomac 
by the last-named route. A heavy rain continued throughout the night, and so 
much impeded its progress that Ewell's corps, which brought up the rear, did 
not leave Gettysburg until late in the forenoon of the following day. The 
enemy offered no serious interruption, and after an arduous march we arrived 
at Hagerstown in the afternoon of the 6th and morning of July 7th. 

The great length of our trains made it difficult to guard them effectually in 
passing through the mountains, and a number of wagons and ambulances 
were captured. They succeeded in reaching Williamsport on the 6th, but were 
unable to cross the Potomac on account of the high stage of water. Here they 
were attacked by a strong force of cavalry and artillery, which was gallantly 
repulsed by General Imboden, whose command had been strengthened by 
several batteries and by two regiments of infantry which had been detached 
at Winchester to guard prisoners and were returning to the army. While the 
enemy was being held in check General Stuart arrived with the cavalry, which 
had performed valuable service in guarding the flanks of the army during the 
retrograde movement, and after a short engagement drove him from the field. 
The rains that had prevailed almost without intermission since our entrance 
into Maryland, and greatly interfered with our movements, had made the 
Potomac unfordable, and the pontoon bridge left at Falling Waters had been 
partially destroyed by the enemy. The wounded and prisoners were sent over 
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the river as rapidly as possible in a few ferry-boats, while the trains awaited the 
subsiding of the waters and the construction of a new pontoon bridge. 

On July 8th the enemy's cavalry advanced toward Hagerstown, but was 
repulsed by General Stuart and pursued as far as Boonsboro*. With this 
exception nothing but occasional skirmishing occurred until the 12th, when the 
main body of the enemy arrived. The army then took a position previously 
selected, covering the Potomac from Williamsport to Falling Waters, where 
it remained for two days, with the enemy immediately in front, manifesting no 
disposition to attack, but throwing up intrenchments along his whole line. 

By the 13th the river at Williamsport, though still deep, was fordable, and a 
good bridge was completed at Falling Waters, new boats having been con¬ 
structed and some of the old recovered. As further delay would enable the 
enemy to obtain reinforcements, and as it was found difficult to procure a suf¬ 
ficient supply of dour for the troops, the working of the mills being interrupted 
by high water, it was determined to wait an attack no longer. Orders were 
accordingly given to cross the Potomac that night—Ewell's corps by the ford 
at Williamsport, and those of Longstreet and Hill on the bridge. The cavalry 
was directed to relieve the infantry skirmishers and bring up the rear. The 
movement was much retarded by a severe rain-storm and the darkness of the 
night. Ewell's corps, having the advantage of a turnpike road, marched with 
less difficulty, and crossed the river by 8 o’clock the following morning. The 
condition of the road to the bridge and the time consumed in the passage of 
artillery, ammunition-wagons, and ambulances, which could not ford the 
xiver, so much delayed the progress of Longstreet and Hill that it was daylight 
before their troops began to cross. Heth's division was halted about a mile 
and a half from the bridge to protect the passage of the column. 

No interruption was offered by the enemy until about 11 a. ml, when his 
cavalry, supported by artillery, appeared in front of General Heth. A small 
number in advance of the main body was mistaken for our own cavalry retir¬ 
ing, no notice having been given of the withdrawal of the latter, and was suf¬ 
fered to approach our lines. They were immediately destroyed or captured, 
with the exception of two or three, but Brigadier-general Pettigrew, an officer 
of great merit and promise, was mortally wounded in the encounter. He sur¬ 
vived his removal to Virginia only a few days. 

The bridge being clear, General Heth began to withdraw. The enemy 
advanced, but his efforts to break our lines were repulsed, and the passage of 
the river was completed by 1 P. M. Owing to the extent of General Heth’s 
line, some of his men most remote from the bridge were cut off before they 
could reach it, but the greater part of those taken by the enemy during the 
movement (supposed to amount in all to about 500) consisted of men from 
various commands who lingered behind, overcome by previous labors and 
hardships and the fatigue of a most trying night-march. There was no loss 
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of material except a few broken wagons and two pieces of artillery, which the 
horses were unable to draw through the deep mud. Other horses were sent 
back for them, but the rear of the column had passed before their arrival. The 
army proceeded to the vicinity of Bunker Hill and Darkesville, where it halted 
to afford the troops repose. 

The enemy made no effort to follow except with his cavalry, which crossed 
the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry and advanced to Martinsburg on July 16th. 
They were attacked by General Fitz Lee with his own and Chambliss’s brigades, 
and driven back with loss. 

When the army returned to Virginia it was intended to move into Loudoun, 
but the Shenandoah was found to be impassable. While waiting for it to sub¬ 
side the enemy crossed the Potomac east of the Blue Ridge and seized the 
passes we designed to use. As he continued to advance along the eastern 

slope, apparently with the purpose of cutting us off from the railroad to Rich¬ 
mond, General Longstreet was ordered on July 19th to proceed to Culpeper 
Court-house by way of Front Royal. He succeeded in passing part of his 
command over the Shenandoah in time to prevent the occupation of Manassas 
and Chester gaps by the enemy, whose cavalry had already made its appear¬ 
ance. As soon as a pontoon bridge could be laid down the rest of his corps 
crossed the river and marched through Chester Gap to Culpeper Court-house, 
where it arrived on the 24th. He was followed by General A. P. Hill 1 
serious opposition. 

General Ewell having been detained in the Valley by an effort to capture a 
force of the enemy guarding the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad west of Martins- 
burg, Wright's brigade was left to hold Manassas Gap until his arrival. He 
reached Front Royal on the 23d with Johnson's and Rodes’s divisions, Early's 
being near Winchester, and found General Wright skirmishing with the 
enemy's infantry, which had already appeared in Manassas Gap. General 
Ewell supported "Wright with Rodes's division and some artillery, and the 
enemy was held in check. Finding that the Federal force greatly exceeded his 
own, General Ewell marched through Thornton's Gap, and ordered Early to 
move up the Valley by Strasburg and New Market. He encamped near Mad¬ 
ison Court-house on July 29th. 

The enemy massed his army in the vicinity of Warrenton, and on the night 
of July 31st his cavalry, with a large supporting force of infantry, crossed the 
Rappahannock at Rappahannock Station and Kelly's Ford. 

The next day they advanced toward Brandy Station, their progress being 
gallantly resisted by General Stuart with Hampton's brigade, commanded by 
Colonel [L. S.] Baker, who fell back gradually to our lines about two miles 
south of Brandy. Our infantry skirmishers advanced and drove the enemy 
beyond Brandy Station. It was now determined to place the army in a posi¬ 
tion to enable it more readily to oppose the enemy should he attempt to move 
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southward, that near Culpeper Court-house being one that he could easily 
avoid. Longstreet and Hill were put in motion August 3d, leaving the cavalry 
at Culpeper. Ewell had been previously ordered from Madison, and by the 
5th the army occupied the line of the Rapidan. 

The highest praise is due to both officers and men for their conduct during 
the campaign. The privations and hardships of the march and camp were 
cheerfully encountered, and borne with a fortitude unsurpassed by our ances¬ 
tors in their struggle for independence, while their courage in battle entitles 
them to rank with the soldiers of any army and of any time. Their forbear¬ 
ance and discipline under strong provocation to retaliate for the cruelty of the 
enemy to our own citizens is not the least claim to the respect and admiration 
of their countrymen and of the world. 

I forward returns of our loss in killed, wounded, and missing. Many of the 
latter were killed or wounded in the several assaults at Gettysburg, and neces¬ 
sarily left in the hands of the enemy. I cannot speak of these brave men as 
their merits and exploits deserve. Some of them are appropriately mentioned 
in the accompanying reports, and the memory of all will be gratefully and 
affectionately cherished by the people in whose defence they fell. 

The loss of Major-general Pender is severely felt by the army and the coun¬ 
try. He served with this army from the beginning of the war, and took a dis¬ 
tinguished part in all its engagements. Wounded on several occasions, he 
never left his command in action until he received the injury that resulted in 
his death. His promise and usefulness as an officer were only equalled by the 
purity and excellence of his private life. 

Brigadier-generals Armistead, Barksdale, Garnett, and Semmes died as they 
had lived, discharging the highest duty of patriots with devotion that never fal¬ 
tered and courage that shrank from no danger. 

I earnestly commend to the attention of the Government those gallant officers 
and men whose conduct merited the special commendation of their superiors, 
but whose names I am unable to mention in this report 

The officers of the general staff of the army were unremittingly engaged in 
the duties of their respective departments. Much depended on their manage¬ 
ment and exertion. The labors of the quartermaster's, commissary, and med¬ 
ical departments were more than usually severe. The inspectors-general were 
also laboriously occupied in their attention to the troops both on the march and 
in camp, and the officers of engineers showed skill and judgment in expediting 
the passage of rivers and streams, the swollen condition of which by almost 
continuous rains called for extraordinary exertion. 

‘ The chief of ordnance and his assistants are entitled to praise for the care 
and watchfulness given to the ordnance trains and ammunition of the army, 
which in a long march and in many conflicts were always at hand and access¬ 
ible to the troops. 
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My thanks are due to my personal staff for the constant aid afforded me 
at all times on the march and in the field, and their willing discharge of e v e ry 


duty. 

There were captured at Gettysburg nearly 7000 prisoners, of whom about 
1500 were paroled and the remainder brought to Virginia. Seven pieces of 
artillery were also secured. 

I forward herewith the reports of die corps, division, and other commanders 
mentioned in the accompanying schedule,* together with maps* of the scene 
of operations, and one showing the routes pursued by the army. 

Respectfully submitted, 


R. E. Lee, 
General. 


General S. Cooper, 

Adjt- and Insp.-gen. G S. Army, Richmond, Va. 


REPORT OF SURGEON LAFAYETTE GUILD, C. S. ARMY, MEDICAL 
DIRECTOR, WITH RETURN OF CASUALTIES IN THE ARMY 
OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA. 

Medical Director’s Office, 

Camp near Culpeper Court-house, July 2 % 1863. 

Sir : At midnight July 3d, after the fiercest and most sanguinary battle ever 
fought on this continent, the general commanding gave orders for our army to 
withdraw from Gettysburg and fall back to Hagerstown. I enclose you a copy 
of my instructions to the corps [of] medical directors issued on that occasion.f 
Every available means of transportation was called into requisition for remov¬ 
ing the wounded from the field infirmaries, and on the evening of the 4th our 
ambulance-trains took up their line of march by two routes, guarded as well as 
could be by our broken-down and inefficient cavalry. One train went by Cash- 
town, the other by Fairfax. The latter train was attacked by a body of the 
enemy's cavalry, who destroyed many wagons and paroled the wounded 
private soldiers, but taking with them all of the officers who fell into their hands. 
The former train was more fortunate; however, it, too, was attacked by the 
enemy, and met with some little loss in wagons and prisoners. The poor 
wounded suffered very much indeed in their rapid removal by day and night 
over rough roads, through mountain-passes, and across streams toward the 
Potomac. Those who could be removed from the battlefield and infirmaries 
were concentrated at Williamsport and nanrferred to the Virginia bank of the 

f Not found. 




* On file. 



APPENDIX ,; . 605 

river by rafts and ferry-boats as rapidly as the swollen condition of the stream 
would permit 

Since my hasty and imperfect letter of the 10th instant from the vicinity of 
Hagerstown, Md., I have not had time or opportunity to report to you more 
fully our movements. At Hagerstown, as I informed you in my last letter, we 
fully expected another battle, and prepared for it. We waited there six long 
days, nearly every day the two armies engaging in desultory skirmishing. 
When the enemy made his appearance in force, instead of attacking us, as we 
expected, he commenced fortifying himself all along our line of battle, his line 
being little less than a mile from ours. 

Our supplies for both men and animals were being rapidly exhausted, and 
the enemy declining battle by laying aside his muskets and taking to his picks 
and shovels, orders were given for us to resume our march toward the Potomac 

on the 13th instant. The army crossed at three points (two fords near Wil¬ 
liamsport—very deep and bad fords, the river being swollen, at which quite a 
number of animals were drowned; and the pontoon bridge at Falling Waters) 
without molestation from the enemy, who contented himself with picking up 
stragglers. Our crossing the river without annoyance evidently shows that the 
enemy was very badly crippled and could not risk* another general engage¬ 
ment. The sufferings of the wounded were distressing. Indeed, the healthiest 
aiul most robust suffered extremely in crossing the river. 

The head of our column commenced its passage at dark on the 13th instant, 
and in the afternoon of the 14th the rear-guard reached the south bank. 

On July 15th we encamped near Bunker Hill, twelve miles north of Win¬ 
chester, and remained there until the 21st, refreshing the troops and removing 
to the rear our sick and wounded from Winchester and Jordan [Alum ?] Springs, 
at which place I found about 4000 sick and wounded, steps for their removal 
to Staunton being immediately taken. All who could bear transportation were 
gotten off by the 22d instant, less than 150 remaining at the two places. 
Mount Jackson and Harrisonburg have been used simply as wayside hospitals, 
where the sick and wounded were refreshed with food and wounds re-dressed, 
medical officers with supplies of all kinds being stationed at the two points. 

On the 22d the army resumed its march, the First and Third corps taking dif¬ 
ferent routes to Front Royal and Chester Gap, where they were convalesced 
and the march continued to this point, where they encamped on the 25th, and 
are now resting after their arduous night-marches through great inclemency of 
weather. The Second army corps crossed the Blue Ridge at Thornton's Gap, 
south of Chester Gap, and will encamp in our vicinity to-day. Considerable 
sickness has been the consequence of their fatigues and exposure. Diarrhoea, 
dysentery, continued fever, and rheumatism preponderate. I have prohibited 
the establishment of a hospital at Culpeper Court-house, but organized a dlpdt 
for the sick and wounded who cannot be t reate d in camp* Those who should 
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go to general hospital are sent with all despatch to Gordonsville for distribution. 
The sick and wounded should, in my opinion, by no means be allowed to 
accumulate at Gordonsville. It is or may be at any time exposed to cavalry 
raids, and the inhuman enemy invariably, when an opportunity offers, drag our 
sick and wounded officers (at the sacrifice of their lives) into their own lines. 

Mount Jackson and Harrisonburg, in the valley of the Shenandoah, should 
be abandoned as hospitals, as far as practicable, leaving only those patients 
whose lives would be endangered by transportation. 

I have ordered Surgeon [R. J.] Breckinridge, medical inspector of the army, 
to proceed to the hospitals near the army where our sick and wounded have 
been sent since the battle of Gettysburg, and to have all returned to their regi¬ 
ments who are fit for duty. I enclose for your information a copy of my letter 
of instructions to him and order from the general commanding. The list of 
casualties has been forwarded to my office, and embrace the whole army with 
the exception of two brigades, which I have taken steps to have made out 

Our loss at Gettysburg was very heavy indeed, numbering about 14,000 killed 
and wounded. The consolidated list will be furnished you at an early day. 

At the battle of Winchester, fought by General Ewell's corps on June 13th, 
14th, and 15th, our loss was comparatively small—42 killed and 210 wotmdedL 
1 will also forward to you very soon the list of casualties properly prepared. 

Complaints are very frequently made by medical officers and officers of the 
line that many of the sick and wounded who are sent to general hospital are 
never heard from, the hospital surgeons failing to report deaths, discharges, 
furloughs, etc. I would again respectfully request that means be adopted for 
the correction of this neglect of duty on the part of medical officers in general 
hospital. I am exceedingly anxious to have a personal interview with yon 
relative to some changes in the organization of our corps in the field, particu¬ 
larly in the purveying department It is impossible for me to visit Richmond 
at this time, but I hope soon to have an opportunity. My office is exhausted of 
blank forms. Please have forwarded to me the following, viz.: 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. Guild, 

Medical Director Army of Northern Virginia* 

SURGXON-GKlfB&AL S. P. MOORX, 

Richmond, Vs. 
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Organization of the Army of Northern Virginia , General 
R. E. LEE commanding , during the Gettysburg Campaign. 


FIRST CORPS. 

Lzxutknant-geneeai, James Longstreet. 


McLAWS'S DIVISION. 


Major-general Lafayette McLaws. 


Kershouts [1st] Brigade. 

Brigadier-genera! J. B. Kershaw. 

2d South Carolina. 

3d South Carolina. 

7th South Carolina. 

8th South Carolina. 

15th South Carolina. 

3d South Carolina Batt. 


Semmeds [2d] Brigade. Barksdales [jd] Brigade. 


Brig.-gen. P. J. Semmes (wd.). Brig.-gen. W. Barksdale (wd.). 
Colonel Goode Bryan. Colonel B. G. Humphreys. 


I oth Georgia. 
50th Georgia. 
51st Georgia. 
53d Georgia. 


13th Mississippi. 
17th Mississippi. 
18th Mississippi. 
21 st Mississippi. 


Wofford's [gtk] Brigade. 
Brigadier-general W. T. Wofford. 
16th Georgia. 

18th Georgia. 

24th Georgia. 

Cobb’s Georgia Legion. 
Phillips’s Georgia Legion. 


Artillery. 

Colonel H. C. Cabell. 

Carlton’s Ga. Bat. (Troup Artillery). 
Fraser’s Ga. Bat. (Pulaski Artillery). 
McCarthy’s Bat.(ist Richmond Howitzers). 
Manly’s North Carolina Battery. 


PJCKETT’S DIVISION. 


Major-general George E. Pickett. 


Garnetts [ rst ] Brigade . Armstead's [2d] Brigade. Kemper*s [jd] Brigade. 


Brig.-gen. R. B. Garnett (led.). 
Mayor George C. Cabell. 


Brig.-gen. L. A. Armtstead (ltd.). 
Colonel W. R. Aylett. 


Brig.-gen. J. L. Kemper (wd.). 
Colonel Joseph Mayo, Jr. 


8th Virginia. 

18th Virginia. 
19th Virginia. 
28th Virginia. 
56th Virginia. 


9th Virginia. 
14th Virginia. 
38th Virginia. 
53d Virginia. 
57th Virginia. 


1st Virginia. 
3d Virginia. 
7th Virginia, 
nth Virginia. 
24th Virginia. 


Corse's [41k] Brigade .* 

Brigadier-general M. D. Corse. 


15th Virginia, 
17th Virginia. 
29th Virginia. 
30th Virginia. 


Artillery. 

Major James Dealing. 

Blount’s Virginia Battery. 

Caskie’s Va. Bat. (Hampden Artillery). 

Macon’s Bat. (Richmond Fayette Art.). 

Strihling’s Va. Bat (Fauquier Artillery). 


hood’s DnnsioN. 


Major-general John B. Hood (wounded). 


Lands (1st) Brigade. 
Brig.-gen. £. M. Law. 
Col. Jas. L. Sheffield. 
4th Alabama. 

15th Alabama. 
44th Alabama. 
47th Alabama. 
48th Alabama. 


Anderson's {2d) Brigade. 



7th Georgia. 
8th Georgia. 
9th Georgia. 

I ith Georgia. 
59th Georgia. 


Robertson's (jd) Brigade. 
Brig.-gen. J. B. Robertson. 

3d Arkansas. 

1st Texas. 

4th Texas. 

5th Texas. 


• Not engaged at Gettysburg; encamped at Gordonsrflle July sst to 8th. 


L JL 
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Benning's (4th) Brigade. 
Brigadier-general H. L. B 
2d Georgia. 

15th Georgia. 

17th Georgia 
20th Georgia. 


Artillery. 

Major M. W. Henry. 

Bachman's S. C. Bat (German Artillery). 
Garden’s S. C. Bat. (Palmetto light Art). 
Latham's N. C. Bat (Branch Artillery). 
Reilly** N. C Battery (Rowan Artillery). 


EESE&Tl ARTILLERY FIRST CORPS. 


Colonel ). B. Walton, Chief of Artillery. 


Alexander*s Battalion. 

Colonel E. P. Alexander. 

Jordan’s Va. Battery (Bedford Artillery). 
Moody’s La. Battery (Madison Light Art). 

Parker’s Virginia Battery. 

Rhett’s S. C. Battery (Brooks Artillery). 

Taylor’s Virginia Battery. 

Woolfolk’s Va. Battery (Ashland Artillery). 


Washington (La.) Artillery . 

Major B. F. tableman. 
Miller’s 3d Company. 
Norcom’s 4th Company. 
Richardson’s 2d Company. 
Squire’s 1st Company. 


SECOND CORPS. 

Lieutenant-general Richard S. Ewell. 


Hay Is [isf\ Brigade. 

Br 2 g.~gen. Harry T. Hays. 

5th Louisiana. 

6 th Louisiana. 

7th Louisiana.* 

8th Louisiana. 

9th Louisiana. 

Gordon's [4th] Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. J. B. Gordon. 
13th Georgia. 

26th Georgia. 

31st Georgia. 

38th Georgia. 

60th Georgia. 

6ist Georgia. 


Steuarfs [/ j /] Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. George H. Steuart 

1st Maryland Battalion. 
1st North Carolina. 

3d North Carolina, 
loth Virginia. 

23d Virginia. 

37th Virginia. 


early’s division. 
Major-general Jubal A. Early. 


Holds [2t/] Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. R. F. Hoke. 

Colonel Isaac E. Avery (w<L). 
Colonel A. C. Godwin. 

6th North Carolina. 

21st North Carolina. 

54th North Carolina. 

57th North Carolina. 

1st North Carolina Battalion. 


Smith's [3d] Brigade. 


Bra, -gen. William Smith. 
Colonel John S. Hoffiaan. 


13th Virginia. 
31st Virginia. 
49th Virginia. 
3 Virginia. 
58th Virginia. 


Artillery. 

lieutenant-colonel H. P. Jones. 

Carrington’s Virginia Battery (Charlottesville Artillery). 
Garber’s Virginia Battery (Staunton Artillery). 

Green’s Battery (Louisiana Guard Artillery). 

Tanner’s Virginia Battery (Courtney Artillery). 


JOHNSON’S DIVISION. 
Major-general Edward Johnson. 


Nicholl's [*d] Brigade . 

Colonel J. M. William*. 
Brig.-gen. A. Iverson. * 

1st Louisiana. 

2d Louisiana, 
loth Louisiana. 

14th Louisiana. 

15th Louisiana. 


Waller** [jd"]Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. Junes A. Walker. 

2d Virginia. 

4th Virginia. 

5th Virginia. 

27th Virginia. 

33d Virginia. 


♦ Agrigggj July 19th. 
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Brown’* Maryland Battery (Chesapeake Artillery!. 
Carpenter’s Virginia Battery (Alleghany Artillery). 

Demerit's 1st Maryland Battery. 

Raine’s Virginia Battery (Lee Battery). 


. Jones’s [4th] Brigade. 
Btfg.-gen. John M. Jones (wd.). 
Lieut.-col. R. H. Dungan. 
Colonel B. T, Johnson. 

21st Virginia. 

25th Virginia. 

42d Virginia. 

44th Virginia. 

48th Virginia. 

50th Virginia, 


Banters [isi] Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. Junius Daniel. 

32d North Carolina. 

43d North Carolina. 

45th North Carolina. 

53d North Carolina. 

2d North Carolina Battalion. 

Ramseuds [4/A] Brigade .f 

Brig -gen. S. D. Raauear. 

ad North Carolina. 

4th North Carolina. 

14th North Carolina, 
joth North Carolina. 


RODKS’S DIVISION. 
Major-general R. E. Rodes. 
Iverson’s [2d] Brigade .* 

Brig.-gen. Alfred Irerscm. 
Brig.-gen. S. D. Ramseur. 

5th North Carolina. 

12th North Carolina. 
20th North Carolina. 
23d North Carolina. 

dNeaTs [3th] Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. E. A. O'Neal. 
Colonel C. A. Battle. 

3d Alabama. 

5th Alabama. 

6th Alabama. 

12th Alabama. 

16th Alabama. 


Doleds [3d] Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. George Doles. 

4th Georgia. 

1 2 th Georgia. 

2 1st Georgia. 

44th Georgia. 


Artillery. 

Lieut.-col, Thomas H. Carter. 


Carter’s Virginia Battery (King 
William Artillery). 

Fry’s Va. Bat. (Orange Art.). 
Page’s Va. Bat. (Morris Art.). 
Reese’s Alabama Battery (Jeff. 
Davis Artillery). 


RESERVE ARTILLERY SECOND CORPS. 

Colonel J. Thompson Brown, Chief of Artillery. 

Brown’s Battalion .f Nelson’s Battalion. 

Captain W. J. Dance. Lieutenant-colonel William Nelson. 

Dance’s Va. Battery (Powhatan Artillery). Kirkpatrick’s Va. Bat. (Amherst Art.!. 

Hupp’s Virginia Battery (Salem Artillery!. Massie’s Va. Battery (Fluvanna Ait.). 

Graham's Va. Bat. (Rockbridge Artillery). Milledge’s Georgia Battery.. 

Smith’s Battery (3d Richmond Howitzers). 

Watson’s Battery (2d Richmond Howitzers). 


THIRD CORPS. 

Lieutenant-general Ambrose P. Him 


ANDERSON'S DIVISION. 


Major-general R. H. Anderson. 


Wilcox’s [isf] Brigade . 

1 

Brig.-gen. C. M. Wilcox. 

8th Alabama. 

9th Alabama, 
loth Alabama, 
nth Alabama. 

14th Alabama. 


Mahcne’s [2d] Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. William Mahooe.. 

6th Virginia. 

12th Virginia. 

16th Virginia. 

41st Virginia. 

61st Virginia*. 


Wright's [3d] Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. A. R. Wright 
Captain E. H. Wright. 

3d Georgia. 

22d Georgia. 

48th Georgia. 

2d Georgia Battalion. 

titH Tu&d* Artillery. 


* Temporarily consolidated July 10, 
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Perry’s [yMJ Brigade. 

Colonel David Lang. 
Brig.-gen. E. A. Perry. 

2 d Florida. 

5th Florida. 

8 th Florida. 


Posers \jth] Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. Carnot Posey. 

12th Mississippi. 

16th Mississippi. 
19th Mississippi. 
48th Mississippi. 


Artillery {Sumter Bait.). 

Major John Lane. 

Patterson's Georgia Bat. 
Ross's Georgia Battery. 
Wingfield's Georgia BaL (Ir¬ 
win Artillery). 


HETH’S DIVISION. 


Major-general Henry Heth. 
Brigadier-general J. J. Pettigrew. 


First Brigade .* 

Brig.-gen. J. J. Pettigrew (wd.). 
Colonel J. K. Marshall. 

Col. T. C. Singeltary. 

llth North Carolina. 

26th North Carolina. 

44th North Carolina.f 
47th North Carolina. 

52d North Carolina. 

Fourth Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. Jos. R. Davis. 

2d Mississippi. 

Ilth Mississippi. 

42d Mississippi. 

55th North Carolina. 


Second Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. Chas. W. Field. 

Col. J. M Brockenbrough. 
Brig.-gen. H. H. Walker.* 

40th Virginia. 

47th Virginia. 

55th Virginia. 

22d Virginia Battalion. 


Third Brigade* 

Brig.-gen. James J. Archer. 

Colonel B. D. Fry. 
Brig.-gen. H. H. Walker. 


13th Alabama. 

5th Alabama Battalion. 
1st Tenn. (Prov. Army). 

7th Tennessee. 

14th Tennessee. 


Artillery. 

Lieutenant-colonel John J. Garnett. 

Mayor Charles Richardson. 

Grundy's Va. Bat. (Norfolk Light Art. Bines). 
Lewis's Virginia Battery. 

Manrin's La. Battery (Donaldsonville Art.). 
Moore's Virginia Battery. 


PENDER’S DIVISION. 


Major-gen. William D. Pender (wd.). 
Brigadier-general James H. Lane. 

Second Brigade.\ 

Brig.-gen. James. H. lane. 


First Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. S. McGowan. 
Colonel A. Perrin. 

1st South Carolina. 

1st South Carolina Rifles. 
12th South Carolina. 

13th South Carolina. 

14th South Carolina. 


7th North Carolina. 
18th North Carolina. 
28th North Carolina. 
33d North Carolina. 
37th North Carolina. 


Third Brigade . 

Brig.-gen. E. L Thomas, 

14th Georgia. 
35th Georgia. 
45th Georgia. 
49th Georgia. 


Fourth Brigade.\ 

Brig.-gen. A. M. Scales (wd.). 
Colonel W. Lee Lowrance. 


Artillery. 

Major William T. Poague. 


13th North Carolina. 
16th North Carolina. 
22d North Carolina. 
34th North Carolina. 
38th North Carolina. 


Brooke’s Virginia Battery. 

Graham's North Carolina Battery. 

Ward’s Miss. Battery (Madison Light Artillery). 
Wyatt’s Virginia Battery (Albemarle Artillery). 


• Temporarily consolidated July ioth* voder Pettigrew's command 

! Left at Hanover Junction, and not engaged at Gettysburg. 

Assigned July 10th. Appears in return tor July 31st as commanding both sd and 3d brigades. 
Under TnmbUYcommand July 3d. 
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RESERVE ARTILLERY THIRD CORPS. 
Colonel R. L Walker, Chief of Artillery. 


McIntosh's Battalion. 

Major D. G. McIntosh. 

Hurt’s Ala. Bat. (Hardaway Artillery). 
Lusk’s Virginia Battery. 

Johnson’s Virginia Battery. 

Rice’s Va. Battery (Danville Artillery). 


Pegram's Battalion. 


Major W. J. Pegrmm. 
Captain E. B. Brunson. 


Brander’s Va. Battery (Letcher Artillery). 

Brunson’s S. C. Battery (Pee Dee Art). 

Crenshaw’s Virginia Battery. 

McGraw’s Va. Battery (Purcell Artillery). 
Marye’s Va. Battery (Fredericksburg Art.). 


CAVALRY. 

Major-general J. C. B. Stuart. 

Hampton's [/j/] Brigade. 


Brig.-gen. Wade Hampton. 
Colonel i„ S. Baker. 

1 st North Carolina. 

1 st South Carolina. 

2 d South Carolina. 

Cobb’s Georgia Legion. 
Jeff. Davis Legion. 
Phillips’s Georgia Legion. 

Jenkinds [4th] Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. A. G. Jenkins. 
14th Virginia. 

16th Virginia. 

17th Virginia. 

34th Virginia Battalion. 
36th Virginia Battalion. 


Robertson's [ad] Brigade 

Brig.-gen. B. H. Robertson.* 

4th North Carolina. 

5th North Carolina. 


Jones's \jth] Brigade. 

Brig.-gen. Wm. E. Jones. 

6th Virginia. 

7th Virginia, 
nth Virginia. 

12th Virginia. 

35th Virginia Battalion. 

Not Brigaded (?). 

Imboden’s Command. 

43d Virginia (Mosby’s) Battalion. 


Pitt Zeds {jd ] Brigade. 

Colonel Thomas T. Munford. 

1st Maryland Battalion (?). 
1st Virginia. 

2d Virginia. 

3d Virginia. 

4th Virginia. 

5th Virginia. 

W. H P. Zeds [6th] Brigade. 
Colonel J. R. Chambliss. 

2d North Carolina. 

9th Virginia. 

10th Virginia. 

13th Virginia. 

15 th Virginia. 


Stuart Horse Artillery, f 
Major R. P. Beckham (t). 

Breathed's Maryland Battery. 

Chew’s Virginia Battery. 

Griffin’s 2d Maryland Battery. 

Hart’s South Carolina Battery (Washington Artillery). 

McGregor’s Virginia Battery. • 

Moorman’s Virginia Battery. 

* Relieved at his own request August 4.1863. 

t Captain Thomas E. Jackson's battery appears on return for July 31,1863, as la the cavalry divas* 
km, but It is not mentioned in reports of the campaign. 
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Abstract from Return of the Army of Northern Virginia , Gen¬ 
eral R. E. LEE commanding , for July 20 , 1863 — Bunker 
Hill, Va. 



PfCMBt for daty. 

i 

! 

c 

i 

1 

S. 

k 

I 

COMMAJID. 

§ 

S 

i 

t 

! 

i 

f 

> 

If 

|e 

General staff. 

16 

. . . 


16 

16 

16 

FIRST CORPS. 

LiEirr.-GKN. Longstrket. 







Staff. 

II 



11 

13 

IK 

McLaws’s division*. 

. . • 


5.647 

I 2 , 3 °i 

11,644 

5463 

Pickett's division. 

. . . 


4,696 


Hood’s division. 

. . . 


5.693 

11*28 

s.691 

Total. 

. . . 


*6.047 

35.386 

. • . 

SECOND CORPS. 

Lisut.-gen. Ewell. 







Staff, .. 

18 



18 

21 

, 

Rodes's division .. 

. . . 

• ■ • 

6**3 

15,001 

5,821 

Early's division.. . 

. • . 

. . . 

5*553 

4,6*2 

13/156 

4,791 

Johnson's division. 

. , . 

. . . 

12,211 

4,194 

Total.. 

. . . 

. . . 

*6*36 

40,289 

14,807 

THIRD CORPS. 

Lieut.-cen. A. P. Hill. 







Staff. 

*5 



15 

16 

11 

Anderson’s division. 


5.820 

13/169 

5,508 

Heth's division^.. 

... 


*,388 


2,509 

Pender's division. 

. . . 


3*975 

>*.855 

3.616 

Total. 

. . . 


ia.198 

* 5*940 

11,644 

Artillery. 

Brig.-gen. Pendleton. 







First Army corps.. 

... 

, . , 

1.967 

2,900 

1 , 3*5 

Second Army corps.. 

. . . 

. . . 

1,651 

2,660 

i, 5 *» 

Third Army corps J.. 

. . . 

. . . 

1,869 

2,724 

. . . 

Total. 

. . . 

. . . 

5,487 

8*84 

. . . 

Stuart's cavalry division {.. . 

. . . 

. . . 

. , 

, . 

. . . 

. . . 

Grand total.. 

. . . 

• • • 

5^184 

109.915 

. . . 


* “ Present" lait return not r epor t ed. ♦ Absent not reported. 

% M Present" but return not reported, f Not reported. 
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Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 
April 27, 1864. 

General: I have the honor to submit a report of the operations of this 
army on the occasion of the advance of the Federal forces under Major* 
general Meade, in November, 1863. 

After its return from Culpeper, as previously reported, the army occupied the 
line of the Rapidan without interruption until November 26th. The enemy 
was encamped in the vicinity of Culpeper Court-house and between that place 
and the Rappahannock. On the day last mentioned large bodies of troops 

were observed moving toward the lower fords of die Rapidan, and at a later 
hour intelligence was received that the enemy had crossed that river in force 
at Ely's, Culpeper Mine, Germanna, and Jacob's fords. The country in that 
vicinity was unfavorable for observation, being almost an unbroken forest, and 
it could not be discovered whether it was the design of the Federal comman¬ 
der to advance toward Richmond or move up the Rapidan upon our tight 
flank. 

The army was withdrawn from its lines during the night of the 26th, and put 
in motion with the intention of falling upon his flank and rear should he 
attempt the first-mentioned movement, or giving battle should he essay the 
execution of the second. Lieutenant-general Ewell being absent on account 
of sickness, his corps was placed under the command of Major-general Early, 
w directed to move by the old turnpike and Raccoon Ford roads to 

Locust Grove. Hill's corps marched down the plank road. Hampton's divis¬ 
ion of cavalry, accompanied by General Stuart, preceded the advance of the 
main body. The defence of our line on the Rapidan was entrusted to Fits 
Lee's cavalry division. 

During the forenoon of the 27th the cavalry in front reported the enemy 
advancing up the turnpike and plank road, but as it was supposed that it 
might be only a force thrown out to cover the movement of the main body 
toward Fredericksburg, the march of the troops was continued. About a mile 
and a half east of Mine Run, General Hill's leading division, under General 
Heth, met the cavalry slowly retiring before the enemy. A brigade of infantry 
was deployed to support the cavalry, and after a brisk skirmish the progress of 
the enemy was arrested. 

In the mean time, Early s division, under General Hays, advanced on the 

old turnpike to within less than a mile of Locust Grove, and discovered that 
the enemy's infantry already occupied that place. General Rodes, who had 
marched by Zoar Church into the Raccoon Ford road, came up soon afterward 
and took position on the left of Hays. Sharp skirmishing ensued, but as the 
enemy had an advantageous position and the density of the woods rendered it 
impossible to ascertain his strength, it was deemed best to defer the attack until 
the arrival of General Johnson's division. General Johnson marched on the 
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Raccoon Ford road by Bartlett's mill, and the head of his column had nearfy 
reached General Rodes, when, at a point less than two miles from the mill, his 
ambulance-train, moving in advance of the rear brigade under General G. H. 
Steuart, was fired into from the left of the road. General Steuart immediately 
formed his command and took measures to protect the train. Upon advancing 
his skirmishers it was discovered that the attacking party consisted of infantry, 
apparently in considerable force. General Johnson countermarched the other 
brigades of his division and formed them on the right of General Steuart 
After skirmishing for some time, about 4 p. m. he ordered a general advance, 
and after a sharp engagement the enemy was driven back through the woods 
and pursued into an open field beyond. The density of the forest rendered it 
impossible for the troops to preserve their line unbroken in the advance, and 
prevented the proper conceit of action. General Johnson was therefore unable 
to follow up his success, the numbers of the enemy greatly exceeding his own, 
and re-formed his troops on the edge of the open ground, which position they 
continued to hold until dark. 

The force of the enemy encountered by General Johnson—consisting, as was 
afterward ascertained, of one army corps and part of another—crossed the 
Rapidan at Jacob's Ford, and marched thence by a road which enters the Rac¬ 
coon Ford road near Payne's farm, where the action took place. The usual 
precaution had been taken by General Johnson to guard against a flank attack, 
but owing to the character of the country the presence of the enemy was not 
discovered until his skirmishers fired upon the ambulance-train. The ground 
was .unfavorable for the use of artillery, but sections of Carpenter's and De- 
ment's batteries participated in the engagement and rendered efficient and val¬ 
uable service. 

Our total loss in killed, wounded, and missing was 545. 

Lieutenant-colonel [S. T.] Walton, commanding Twenty-third Virginia reg¬ 
iment, was killed, and Colonel Raleigh T. Colston, commanding Second Vir¬ 
ginia regiment, severely wounded, while leading their respective commands 
with conspicuous gallantry. Colonel Colston has since died. General John¬ 
son mentions with well-merited praise the conduct of those brave and lamented 
officers. 

The promptness with which this unexpected attack was met and repulsed 

reflects great credit upon General Johnson and the officers and men of his 

division. 

While these events were transpiring information was received from Briga¬ 
dier-general Rosser, whose brigade of cavalry was guarding the roads lead¬ 
ing from Ely’s and Germanna fords to Fredericksburg, that the whole Fed¬ 
eral army after crossing the Rapidan had moved up the river in the direction 
of Orange Court-house. General Rosser had attacked a train of wagons 
near Wilderness Tavern and captured a large number, some of which be 
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brought off, and destroyed the remainder. He also secured 280 mules and 
150 prisoners. 

Preparations were made to meet the attack which this information led us to 
expect, but as the enemy did not advance, the army was withdrawn during the 
night to the west side of Mine Run, where it took up a more favorable position 
and proceeded to strengthen it with intrenchments. 

The next day the enemy appeared on the opposite side of the creek imme¬ 
diately in our front, and skirmishing took place along the whole line, but no 
attack was made. 

On the night of the 28th General Stuart was ordered with Hampton's cavalry 
to endeavor to gain the rear of the enemy and ascertain his purpose. He pen¬ 
etrated as far as Parker's shop oi^the plank road, where he attacked and de¬ 
feated a body of Federal cavalry, but the pursuit was arrested by the intelli¬ 
gence that the movements of the enemy indicated that a general engagement 
was imminent He resumed his position on our right flank during the night, 
having captured more than 100 prisoners and a quantity of military stores. 

On the morning of the 29th a heavy Are of artillery was opened upon our 
lines which was supposed to be preparatory to a general assault, a large force 
having been previously concentrated opposite our right Our batteries respond¬ 
ed occasionally, but the artillery Are ceased in about an hour, and nothing but 
the usual skirmishing took place during the remainder of the day. 

Believing that the enemy would not abandon an enterprise undertaken with 
so great a display of force without giving battle, I was unwilling to lose the 
advantage of our position, and awaited the development of his plans until the 
night of December 1st, but, Anding that he hesitated to bring on an engage¬ 
ment, I determined to move against him on the following morning. The troops 
were disposed for the purpose before dawn, but as soon as it became light 
enough to distinguish objects his pickets were found to have disappeared, and 
on advancing our skirmishers it was discovered that his whole army had 
retreated under cover of the night. Pursuit was immediately commenced, but 
on arriving near the river it was found that the Federal army had recrossed at 
Germanna, Culpeper Mine, and Ely's fords. The withdrawal had no doubt 
begun the previous afternoon, but was concealed by the dense forest through 
which the roads of retreat lay. The same cause prevented the efficient use of 
our cavalry and rendered it necessary for the infantry to pursue with caution. 
About 500 prisoners fell into our hands. 

Our casualties were slight with the exception of those sustained by Johnson's 
division in the action at Payne's farm. They are stated in the accompanying 
returns. Among them were several valuable officers whose names are appro¬ 
priately mentioned in the reports of their superiors. 

The army returned to its former position on the Rapidan. 

The conduct of both officers and men throughout these operations deserves 
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the highest commendation. The promptness with which they marched to meet 
the enemy, their uncomplaining fortitude while lying in line of battle for five 
days exposed without shelter to a drenching storm, followed by intense cold, 
and their steadiness and cheerful resolution in anticipation of an attack, could 
not have been excelled. 

As has been already stated, the country was very unfavorable for cavalry. 
Hampton’s division rendered good service in guarding our right flank. Fits 
Lee's division repulsed several efforts of the Federal cavalry under General 
Kilpatrick to gain the south side of the Rapidan at Raccoon and Morton's fords 
in rear of our left. 

I cannot conclude without alluding to the wanton destruction of the property 
of citizens by the enemy. Houses were torn down or rendered uninhabitable, 
furniture and fanning implements broken or destroyed, and many families, 
most of them in humble circumstances, stripped of all they possessed and left 
without shelter and without food. I have never witnessed on any previous 
occasion such entire disregard of the usages of civilized warfare and the dic¬ 
tates of humanity. 

I forward herewith the reports of corps, division, and other commanders, and 
a map of the scene of operations. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

It £. Lee, 
GentraL 

GENERAL S. COOFER, 

Adjutant- and Inspector-general, Richmond, Va. 
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CONFIDENTIAL LETTERS OF GENERAL LEE TO THE AUTHORI¬ 
TIES AT RICHMOND DURING THE YEARS 1863, 1864, and 1865. 

The report just given, covering the campaign of the autumn of 1863, is the 
last detailed account of his battles ever written by General Lee. From that 
time forward fighting was too continuous to permit of his writing out the events 
of the war in detail. Valuable as would have been a report from his hand of 

1 

the great events of the last year of the war, there is none such in existence, 

and he has left it to historians to describe the important battles of the Wil¬ 
derness, Spottsylvania, and Cold Harbor, though in no other engagements 
of the war did his transcendent military genius more clearly display itself 
Fortunately, however, a considerable number of his letters in relation to mili¬ 
tary events are still in existence. These have been placed at the service of the 
authors of this work, who take great pleasure in laying them before the reader 
from the fact that they are full of important information, hitherto unpublished, 
concerning the military history of the Confederate States. 

Many of these letters belong to the period covered by the reports just given, 
those of the Gettysburg and the subsequent campaign; but, while to some 
extent they repeat the information contained in those reports, a considerable 
number of them relate to other subjects, often of great importance. We give 
the more valuable of these latter, either in full or in the form of extracts 
which include all that they contain of essential significance, while omitting 
details of minor importance. 

These letters serve to clearly indicate that the attention of General Lee was 
by no means confined to the management of the Anny of Northern Virginia 
or to the mere planning of campaigns and fighting of battles, but that he had 
constantly in view the duty of providing for the necessities of his soldiers and 
perfecting the organization of the army, while acting as military adviser of the 
President in relation to the affairs of the whole Confederacy, over which he 
exercised a clear-headed military supervision. There is good reason to believe 
that many of the successes of the armies of the Confederate States were due to 
his judicious advice, and that his victories were not confined to Virginia, but 
that he could properly have claimed a silent share in victorious movements 
throughout the entire South. General Lee was by no means a mere army- 
leader. He was a strategist and organizer of the highest grade, and had he 
never led an army in the field, but confined his powers to cabinet duties at 
Richmond, he would still have been of incalculable service to the Confederacy, 
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and have wielded all the armies of the nation with the unmatched skill which 
he displayed in the handling of the corps under his immediate command. 

Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 
Feb. 5, 1863. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, President C. S., 

Mr. President: Your Excellency's letter of the 4th inst has just been 
received. I yesterday addressed a communication to the Secretary of War 

giving the reasons which rendered it possible that an attack would be made 
upon Charleston. In addition, I will say that the fall of Savannah will not 
carry with it the advantages to the United States Government which would 
result from the possession of Charleston. It is to be expected, then, that dem¬ 
onstrations will be made against the former city to attract those reinforcements. 
As soon as the point of attack is ascertained, I would recommend that all the 
troops which can be spared from the city not in danger should be rapidly thrown 
to the other, as it is clear that both cities cannot be attacked at the same time. 
Attempts will be made to deceive by advancing against the point not intended 
for the real attack such gunboats, vessels, and troops as will not be required 
against the other, and discrimination will be required to discover the feint As 
far as I can learn at this distance, it seems that the iron-clad gunboats of the 
enemy are south of the Cape Fear River, and that General Foster with his 
troops has gone south too. I do not think, therefore, that Wilmington is at 
present in danger of being attacked, though no doubt efforts will be made to 
detain all of our troops there. They can, however, I think, with safety be 
detached to Charleston. Should a sufficient force not be left in North Carolina 
to guard our lines, which cannot under the circumstances be seriously threat¬ 
ened, some regiments of General Wise’s brigade might be temporarily ordered 
to take their place. In case of necessity troops from this army can be sent to 
Richmond, and if you think the exigency of the south more pressing than here, 
I will send them at once. In my letter of yesterday to the Secretary of War I 
stated the reasons why I thought we might expect the advance of General 
Hooker. The weather to-day is unfavorable for his movements, and it may 
prove so for some time. 

It appears to me that if either Charleston or Savannah is attacked, the rest 
of the coast may be stripped pretty bare of troops without imprudence. The 
troops of this army are ready to move at a moment's warning, and all I require 
is notice when they are wanted. I presume but few of the enemy’s troops are 
left in North Carolina—perhaps not more than enough to guard his positions. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Your obdt servt, 

R. E. Lee, 
General* 
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Camp near Fredericksburg, 

21 March, 1863. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, President C. S. f 
Mr. President: Upon an examination of the Senate bill presented by Gen¬ 
eral Sparrow for the organization of the staff of the army, I think some changes 
might be made to advantage. These will readily occur to you, and I will there¬ 
fore allude to them generally. 

I think it important, and indeed necessary, to simplify the mechanism of our 

army as much as possible, yet still to give it sufficient power to move and reg¬ 
ulate the whole body. Our armies are necessarily very large in comparison 
with those we have heretofore had to manage. Some of our divisions exceed 
the army General Scott entered the city of Mexico with, and our brigades are 
larger than his divisions. The greatest difficulty I find is in causing orders and 
regulations to be obeyed. This arises not from a spirit of disobedience, but 
from ignorance. We therefore have need of a corps of officers to teach others 
their duty, see to the observance of orders, and to the regularity and precision 
of all movements. This is accomplished in the French service by their staff 
corps, educated, instructed, and practised for the purpose. The same circum¬ 
stances that produced that corps exist in our own army. Can you not shape 
the staff of our army to produce equally good results ? Although the staff of 
the French army is larger than that proposed by the Senate bill, I am in favor 
of keeping ours down, as it is so much easier to build up than to reduce if expe¬ 
rience renders it necessary. I would therefore assign one general officer to a 
general commanding in the field, and give to his inspector-general, quarter¬ 
master general, commissary-general, chief of ordnance, and medical director 
the provisional grade of colonel of cavalry. I would reduce his aides, and give 
to his chief of staff and inspector-general assistants, as they will never be able 
to properly attend to their out-door and in-door work, which from the condition 
of our army, as heretofore stated, is very heavy. I would apply the same prin¬ 
ciples to the division and brigade staff, placing their chiefs on an equal footing, 
and giving each a complete organization in itself, so that it can manoeuvre inde¬ 
pendently of the corps or division to which it is habitually attached, and be 
detached with promptness and facility when required. Each, therefore, in addi¬ 
tion to its general staff, should have a surgeon, quartermaster, and commissary 
and ordnance officers. If you can then fill these positions with proper officers 
—not the relations and social friends of the commanders, who, however agree¬ 
able their company, are not always the most useful—you might hope to have 
the finest army in the world. I beg you .will excuse the liberty of my sug¬ 
gestion, 

And believe me, with great respect, 

Yr. obt servt, R. E. Lee, 

General, 
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Headquarters, May 3,1863. 

Jackson, General T. J., Commanding Corps, 

General: I have just received your note informing me that you were 
wounded. I cannot express my regret at the occurrence. Could I have 
directed events, 1 should have chosen for the good of the country to have 
been disabled in your stead. I congratulate you upon the victory which is 
due to your skill and energy. 

Very respectfully, 

Yr. obt, servt, 

R. E. Lee. 

General* 


Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia, 
June 10,1863. 

His Excellency Jefferson Davis, Richmond, 

Mr. President : I beg leave to bring to your attention a subject with refer¬ 
ence to which I have thought that the course pursued by writers and speakers 
among us has had a tendency to interfere with our success. I refer to the 
manner in which die demonstration of a desire for peace at the North has 
been received in our country. 

I think there can be no doubt that journalists and others at the South, to whom 
the Northern people naturally look for a reflection of our opinions, have met these 
indications in such wise as to weaken the hands of the advocates of a pacific 
policy on the part of the Federal Government, and give much encouragement 
to those who urge a continuance of the war. 

Recent political movements in the United States and the comments of influ¬ 
ential newspapers upon them have attracted my attention particularly to this 
subject, which I deem not unworthy of the consideration of Your Excellency, 
nor inappropriate to be adverted to by me in view of its connection with the 
situation of military affairs. 

Conceding to our enemies the superiority claimed by them in numbers, 

resources, and all the means and appliances for carrying on the war, we have 
no right to look for exemption from the military consequences of a vigorous 
use of these advantages, except by such deliverance as the mercy of Heaven 
may accord to the courage of our soldiers, the justice of our cause, and the 
constancy and prayers of our people. While making the most we can of the 
means of resistance we possess, and gratefully accepting the measure of success 
with which God has blessed our efforts as an earnest of his approval and favor, 
it is nevertheless the part of wisdom to carefully measure and husband our 
strength, and not to expect from it more than in the ordinary course of affairs 
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